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LETTERS OF THE BYRD FAMILY 
(Continued) 


To Cou. BLADEN 
In July 1728—Virginia. 

I have desired Mr. Perry, to wait upon you, with a Map, 
of the whole Line, (between Virginia & North Carolina) in 
which, you will find Gibbs land, [Col. Bladen’s property] par- 
ticularly noted. He, will likewise deliver you, my Journal, 
containing a faithful account, of our progress, from the Sea, 
to the Apalachain Mountains, which I beg you, will please 
to accept of. By perusing of this, Sir, you will be the better 
able, to Judge of the great fatigue and danger we underwent 
in this tedious Journey. I was out, upon the Service, with 2 
Servants, and 4 horses, full sixteen weeks, besides the time & 
trouble of the preparation. The Governour, and Council, that 
employd us, are willing, to refer us, to the Lords of Trade, 
and Plantations, for our pay, not knowing which fund, they 
ought to pay us, out of, that of the Quit rents, or of the Two 
Shillings per hogshead. But, there seems to be, no great dif- 
ficulty, in the last, of these questions, because the Revenue of 
2 shillings per hogshead, as far as it will go, is to pay all ex- 
pences, incident to this Government, and since, at this time, 
there is a very large summ in Bank, of that Fund, it is proper, 
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the charge of running the Line, should be defrayed out of 
that. Indeed the first time, this matter was attempted to be 
done; the Commissioners, were ordered their Pay, out of the 
qnit-rents, but, that I believe, was because the other Revenue, 
was then very low, and hardly sufficient, for the current charges, 
of the Government. Besides the quit-rents, are now got into 
an other Channel, and applyd to more pious uses, than they 
were, 20 years ago, when that order was made. But tho it 
may not be a rule, to pay us, out of the Fund, that those Gen- 
tlemen were paid, for the reasons above mentioned, yet 1 hope, 
it will be the proportion, by which our services, will be valued. 
They were out but 4 weeks, did not travel out of the high 
Road, nor lye out of a bed, all the time, and at last did nothing 
of the Business they were sent about. However, for this, they 
were paid one hundred pound Sterling, each, for this trouble. 
Now we were out, upon the same service, 16 weeks, liveing 
great part of the time, in the wild woods; in the lower part of 
the work, plunging thro mire, and nastiness, and in the upper 
part of it, climbing over Mountains, and Precipices, and Scuf- 
filing thro Thickets, almost impenetrable. Notwithstanding all 
those Difficultys, we performed the Business, faithfully and 
effectually, and fixt, a plain and lasting Boundary, betwixt the 
two Colonys. Now, if the former Commissioners, were thought 
worthy, of one Hundred Pounds, for 4 weeks, I humb!7 hope, 
we may be esteemed, to deserve Four hundred, who were 4 
times as long, as they, upon the Service, and under much 
more difficultys, and hardships, as well as blest with much 
greater success, than they. In the Execution of His Majestys 
order, we travell’d above 600 miles, a fourth part of which, 
we were obliged to walk on foot in our Boots, because our 
Horses, were so jaded, that they could hardly carry their Sad- 
dles. Our Governor, has writ in our favour, which with the 
justice, of our case, will we humbly hope, recommend us, to a 
reward, answerable to our Expence, and Trouble. We had 2 
Surveyors, with us, for the Mathematical part, Mr. Mayo,” 


"Major William Mayo, a surveyor, large land owner and ancestor 
of the best known of the several Mayo families in Virginia. For a note 
in regard to him see this Magazine, XXXII, 55-57. 
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and Mr. Irvin, who hope to be payd, as the former Surveyors 
were, after the rate of Twenty Shillings a day, which they 
richly deserve, considering the great Fatigue, they under went, 
and the exactness, with which they finisht the work. We hope 
the same Bounty, will be extended to our Chaplain, Mr. Peter 
Fountain, who the Government, sent along with us, both for 
our Edification, and to Cristen, all the Gentiles, on the Fron- 
tiers, of Carolina, where they have no minister. This Sir is 
a true State of the case, which according to your Great Jus- 
tice, I beg you will please to recommend, to the other Lords 
of Trade and Plantations. Nor can we imagine, that our 
Pretentions will be prejudiced by the purchases, made since, 
of Carolina, Since what we did, was in obedience to His Maj- 
esty’s commands, & greatly for his Service, by discovering the 
finest country, in the World, which will very soon be taken 
up, as far as the great Mountains, whereby that Strong Barrier 
will be secured. And now Sir, give me leave, to send you a 
Scheme, of a Project, which I humbly conceive, will be greatly, 
for the Publick Service, as well, as for the advantage, of the 
Persons who are concerned therein. I take the Liberty, to 
recommend it particularly to you, because, the opening of a 
canal, between the Rivers of Virginia, and Carolina, will prove 
an infinite Benefit, to the last, and make all the Lands, lying 
near them, of ten times the value, they are at present, and 
particularly, your little Principality. If you will please to 
read over, the Plan of this affair, I hope you will think it 
so reasonable, as to be concerned in it, or if you dont think 
fit, to engage in it. Yet I hope, you will be so good, as to 
favour those that will, with your good offices. We cou’d 
easily get the whole summ subscribed here: but the regard 
we have for you, and the Gentlemen mentioned in this Paper, 
make us offer you, what part you will. If you shall please to 
approve, of the design, we submit it to you, in whose name, & 
in what manner, the Grant is to be obtained. Only I woud 
propose, that one moiety of the stock, may be subscribed in 
England, and one moiety here, that the Project may have 
Friends, on both sides, of the water. We that were concerned 
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in makeing the Discovery, have let no body into the Secret, 
on this side, but only the Governour, who approved of it, 
very much, neither shall we, til we know your sentiments, 
and those of the other Gentlemen, with whome, you will please 
to discourse upon this subject, being all, your particular ac- 
quaintances. I will send a Copy, of the Project, to the Earl 
of Orkney,” & Sir Charles Wager, to know their opinion of 
it, and intreat their assistance. Thus Sir, I have given you, 
a great deal of trouble; for whcih, I beg you Excuse, and 
shall be glad to receive your commands, in this part of the 
world, being with greatest respect Sir, &c. 


To Mr. WaRNER IN ENGLAND 


July 1729. 

Sir, I am very much obliged to you for the fine Collection 
of vines, which you was so good, as to send me. They were 
kept so long, on board, the Ship, that they were all sprouted, 
in the Box, however, I observed your directions, & they are 
almost all growing, at this time, and in a flourishing condition. 
But the strings, with which the several bundles, were tyed 
together, were rotten, so that it was impossible, to distinguish 
the several sorts. However, this is not so great an incon- 
venience, as you seem to apprehend, because our Summers are 
long enough, to ripen any of the Kinds, in the vineyard, with- 
out the help of walls, which woud rather bake, than ripen them. 
I like-wise thank you kindly for the cuttings, you sent me, of 
choice apples, & Pears; which I immediately, caused to be 
grafted. I have now, above 20 sorts of vines growing, but am 
told, by Mr. James (who has converst very much with Italy 
and France) that the way to succeed, in a vinyard, is to graft 
choice vines, on stocks of our wild ones, to naturalize them 
better to our soyl & Clymate. I beg you will send me, your 
own and—advice in this matter, by which I desire to be di- 
rected. I til want, several kinds of Frontynac, & Champaign, 


* George Hamilton, Earl of Orkney, long the non-resident governor- 
in-chief of Virginia. He died in 1737. 
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and Muscadine vines, which if you can send me, without much 
trouble, I shoud be obliged to you. I shoud likewise be glad 
of some choice kinds of Plumbs, & Pears, the first of which, 
are apt to gumm, & cast their Fruit, before ’tis ripe, for which, 
I am at a loss for a Remedy. Our nectarines and apricots, 
have the same disease, and are worm eaten before they are 
ripe, which surely your virtuoso’s, know how to prevent. I 
was obliged to be from home, so long this Spring, that my 
Gardiner, neglected getting the Plants, you desired, in time, for 
which I have been much concerned, & therefore can only send 
you some choice Seeds this year—and next, shall endeavour 
to make you, full amends, by sending the Plants, them-selves. 
I have taken a very long journey this last year, from the Sea, 
to the Mountains. As it was our Fortune to pass over all 
sorts of ground, we saw many new plants, the most remark- 
able of which was, the Sugar Tree, which grows as tall, as 
an Elm, and big in proportion. By Tapping this Tree in the 
Spring, a Liquor issues out of it, which may be boild into good 
sugar. I shall endeavour to get you one of these, against the 
return of the Ships, & every thing else, that I believe may be 
agreeable. What-ever you are so kind as to send me, let it 
come in some of Mr. Perrys Ships. 


To Mayor Mayo 


Westover the 26th of August 1731 

Sir 

I have lately been afflicted with a severe Feaver. and now tis 
off recover very slowly. I have so indifferent opinion of my- 
self, that I dare not undertake so long a Journey into the woods 
next month as we proposed. I send you this timely notice, 
that so you may attend your other affairs, and particularly may 
you run the Line betwixt your County & that of Hannover. 
But which way soever you direct your course, I hope you 
wont forget to look out sharp for * * * * and if you 
find any, I depend upon your Justice that you will let me 
come in for a share in requittal of discovering it to you. I 
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shall want a pretty large quantity to make all the Tryals I pro- 
pose, for which I depend upon you. 

The places where you may hope to find most of it are, the 
North sides of Mountains and very high hills, that are shaded 
with Trees. The season is from the tenth of September, til 
the middle of October, in which interval you will easyest dis- 
cover it by the scarlet seeds. You will perform your promise 
in telling the secret to no mortal, by which you will approve 
your veracity very much to 

Sir 
Your most humble servant 
W. Byrd. 
To Majr. William Mayo In 
Goochland. 


To Mr. E. Smitu, Lonpon 


Virginia 23d Aug 1735. 

The mysteries of Trade are as great as those in Religion, 
or else 3 or 4 short crops, to the People of common under- 
standing, should afford some hopes of keeping the Market, at 
least, where it was, & not let it Sink, to nothing. What comes 
Home, this Shipping, will be moderate in quantity & what is 
now in hand will be much less, by reason of the great want of 
Plants in the Spring, & the perpetual Rains, we have had ever 
since. Thus if the scarcity of a commodity will not raise the 
value of it, I will depend no more on old musty maxims, & 
direct my Judgment, here after not by the merchandise, but 
by those that manage it. My Invoice, I sent by Capt. Bolling,” 
who I hope, is with you, before this day. It is much as it was 
last year, but least, I should not ruin the neat Proceeds of my 


* “Capt. Bolling” was Edward Bolling (born Oct. 3, 1687), son of 
Robert and Jane (Stith) Bolling, who commanded a merchant vessel in 
the trade between England and Virginia. He is believed to have been 
the “Captain Bolling” (otherwise unidentified) among the Bolling por- 
trait collection. Thomas Bolling, of “Bolling Hall”, allowed these por- 
traits to be photographed. They are now in the " possession of Mrs. 
R. Malcolm Littlejohn (nee Bolling), of New York City, who has had 
them beautifully restored. 
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(From an old photograph) 
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Tobacco, I have enclosed a note, upon Mr. Lampert, of a small 
Ballance he owes me. The g hhds. I troubled you with, by 
Capt Bolling, is all Stemmed & I hope is well Conditioned & 
that your good conduct, will yield a liveing Price. What 
Effect a War, may have upon our Trade, God knows. It 
seems to threaten you very hard, & without some happy Turn, 
to the Emperours affairs, it must be unavoidable. God Al- 
mighty, who governs the World, will order everything, for the 
best & turn the Councils of those that disturb Mankind (like 
those of Achitophell) into Folly. I herewith wish you health 
and Happiness. &c &c. 


To Mrs. Orway,* Wire or Cot. Frances Orway, RESIDING 
IN KENSINGTON AND SISTER OF Mrs. Byrp 
OF WESTOVER IN VIRGINIA 


Virginia 2nd Oct 1735. 

All the Dudgeon I had conceived for my Dear Sister’s 
Silence, vanisht, at the sight of 2 of her letters, just as a 
Lover’s dispair, does when Saccarissa, vouch safes to Smile, 
or just as Spousy’s Tears dry, as soon as she has gained her 
point, of tender-hearted Nicky. Her last Favour dated in May, 
came to hand so lately, that the pleasure of it dwells Stil upon 
my mind. Upon recollection, I am persuaded, none of your 
Billets, have lost their way, since you trusted them to my 
esteemed Friend Mr. Hanbury. He is a Carefull man, and 
believes it His interest to oblige me, which is the surest Hold, 
we can have of persons of his persuasion. The account you 
are so good as to give me, of your engaging little Poppets, 
tallys exactly with what I receive from other ePople. I need 
there-fore make no allowances, for a Mother’s fondness, Nor 
insult you with that unmannerly Fable with which Esop, used 
to rebuke Maternal Partiality to their own dear offspring. 
Both Norwood & the Wandering Jew, say enough of your 
young gentlemen, to convince me, that even a tender Mother, 


* A sister of Mrs. Maria Taylor Byrd married Francis Otway, an 
officer in the English army, who became Colonel in the Guards. They 
were very intimate friends of the Byrds of “Westover”. 
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may be a faithfull Historian, ’tho she speake of the delight of 
her eyes, & the Idol of her Heart. I wish with all my Soul 
that the Satisfaction you take in your nursery, were without 
alloy. It is to be feared Mr. Otway’s Indisposition, thrusts 
its-self, too often into your Imagination, (which I know is 
apt to magnify every Misfortune) & creates no small un- 
easiness. However I hope Scarborough’s waters & bathing in 
the Sea, joined with Change of Air, and Exercise, necessary 
to carry Him thither, will be the happy remedys, to restore Him 
to his health. And if they do all this, instead of believing 
that some mercenary poet or Physician has been hired to cele- 
brate those Northern Springs, I shall give my vote, that the 
Statue of Health be erected there, tho it should cost us one 
shilling in the pound, more to do it. I remember in one of 
my Brothers, last letters, he was lavish in his praises of Norolds 
pill, & drops; he had taken them Himself. But he says not 
one word of what the distemper was, that urged him to so 
dareing experiment, tho with-out doubt, it must have been a 
desperate one, to require so desperate a Remedy, they say it 
require the Strength of one of the King of Prussias Grena- 
diers, to undergo it. They mend a constitution the same way, 
that a Tempest, mends the Air, or an Earthquake the soil 
by throwing everything into Convulsions, & who ever hap- 
pens to out live them may possible receive some benefit, but 
in the meantime, was no small risque of being swallowed up, 
or Knocked on the head by such Infallible cure. I rejoice he 
came off with his Life, and wish with all my Heart, that his 
help, had born some proportion, to his Hazzard. But I am 
puzzled, how my Dear Sister, could prevail with her-self, 
to let the Darling of her heart, go so far with-out her, & tarry 
so long. I suppose her answer will be, that she can undergo 
anything for the advantage of one she loves. This was spoke 
like any Socrates, and the Truth is, as far as words will go, 
Ladys can be Philosophers, and the Clergy Saints: all the dif- 
ficulty is, how to act up to that just saying, and practice so 
much self denial. Your parting, doubtless was a tender scene, 
& the tenderer, because I fancy my Brother, hardly ever so 
much as made a visit, to his Uncle before, However I hope 
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before this, he has paid you for the pain of parting, with the 
pleasure of returning to your Arms, with a Northern bloom 
upon his Cheeks, & a double chin for you to play with, big 
enough for to grace a Doctor of Divinity. We have sung 
Te Deum for our Honoured Mothers” recovery, I could just 
pick out of our Sister Hayes’ letter, enough to let us under- 
stand, She was got well again. Never was character abstruce, 
as that wherein this epistle was writ. I wanted Molly Jeffreys, 


to help me decypher it, (who is eminently gifted that way) - 


Geometry, wants a name, for the odd outlandish figures, she 
had pleased to scratch upon her paper, and I must needs think, 
she had a Chinese, or an Ethiopian, for her Master, Her Lad’p 
has one advantage above all other Lady’s, & that is she may 
write treason both against the King, & her husband, with-out 
the least Danger, of being found out, all the diffculty will lye, 
in her giveing such a Key to her correspondents, as will make 
the scrawl intelligible. Most of our family, has been visited 
this fall with your Kentish Distemper. We have swallowed 
the Bark plentifully, but know not, whether we should curse 
the Jesuits, for filling our Mouths with so bad a Tast, or 
bless them for discovering, so good a medicine, ’tho what ever 
we say about the Jesuits, we have reason to give your Drug- 
sters & Apothecarys their just Appellation, for sending us, such 
bark often-times, as has been infused, & had all the virtue, 
drawn out of it. Now tho this be, almost as bad as Murder, 
in those worshipfull citizens, yet all the punishment, I wish 
them, is to drink 2 cups, of their own Bark every Morning. 


To Mr. Beckrorp"—ENGLAND 


Virginia 6th Dec 1735. 
I had the honour to pay you my Respects in June last & to 
send you as perfect a discription of my Seat of Westover, as 


*Col. Byrd is here sarcastic. The widow of Thomas Taylor, of 
Kensington, married again, and for years gave her daughters a great 
deal of trouble about their share of their father’s estate. 


* Peter Beckford, Speaker of the Assembly of Jamaica and a man 
of vast wealth, died Sept. 23, 1735, though Col. Byrd evidently did not 
know it. His eldest son, Peter, died within a year and the estates passed 
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Truth would permit me. I represented it honestly as it is, & 
usd not the French Liberty, of dressing it up, as it ought to 
be. But since my last, I have got a Person, to make a draught 
of it, which perhaps, will appear a little Rough, but if it 
should not be found according to Art, it will make amends by 
being according to Truth. Many particulars are left out, 
which cou’d not conveniently be crowded into so small a Plan, 
but the Gardens, & chief of the Buildings are comprehended. 
I wish with all my Heart, it may tempt you at least to make 
us a visit, in the Spring, in order to see it. But if the Torrid 
Zone be stil your choice, & you should resolve to lay your 
Bones where you first drew your breath, be so good as to 
honour this Country, with one of your Sons, of which I hear 
you are blest with several. You may make a Prince of Him 
for less money here, than you can make Him, a Private Gen- 
tleman in England. We live here in Health, & in Plenty, in 
Innocence & security, fearing no Enimy, from abroad, or 
Robbers at home. Our Government, too is so happily con- 
stituted, that a Governour must first, out wit us, before he can 
oppress us, And if ever he squeeze money out of us, He must 
first take care to deserve it. Our negroes are not so numerous, 
or so enterprizeing as to give us any apprehention or uneasiness 
a nor indeed is their Labor any other than Gardening & less by 
es far than what the poor People of other Countrys undergo. Nor 

& are any crueltys exercised upon them, unless by great accident, 
they happen to fall into the Hands of a Brute, who always 
passes here for a Monster. We all lye securely with our Doors 
unbarrd & can travel the whole country over, without either 
Arms or Guard. And all this not for want of Money, or 
Rogues, but because we have no great City to Shelter the 
Thief or Pawn-Brokers to receive what he Steals. If these 


to the next son, William Beckford, who became a famous Lord Mayor 
of London. He strongly opposed the King’s measures and on presenting 
an address violated precedent by making a speech which was so bold 
that it caused an intense sensation. His words may be seen, in gold 
letters, on the pedistal of his monument in Guildhall. His son, William 

Beckford, was the once noted builder of the fantastic palace at Fonthill 
and author of “Vather”. 


Byrd’s offer to sell Westover apparently met with no response. 
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happy advantages can tempt either you or any of your Friends 
or Relations hither, my Plantation of Westover is at your 
Service. Be so good as to favour me with an answer upon this 
Subject & the Tydings of Your Health, together with your 
Commands, will at all times be acceptable in the highest De- 
gree to Sir your &c &c &c. 


(To be continued ) 
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JOHN WHITE---THE FIRST ENGLISH 
ARTIST TO VISIT AMERICA, 1585 


Part III. 


By David I. Bushnell, Jr. 


Virginia in the year 1585 was a land of plenty. The wants 
and requirements of the native inhabitants were easily supplied, 
and it is quite probable the people of Secota, Pomeioc, and 
other towns along the coast were seldom without an ample 
quantity of fish, wild game and fowl. Fruits were to have 
been found during certain seasons of the year, and their rather 
small gardens were productive. 

Hariot, in the second part of his brief Narrative, mentioned 
the food of the natives with whom he had come in contact. 
Several of the graphic sketches made by White at the same 
time reveal the manner in which fish were broiled over a fire, 
and show how some of their cooking was done in large earthen 
vessels of their own make. 


Hariot referred to various plants, “first of such as are sowed 
and husbanded.” To quote from the Narrative: “Pagatowr, 
a kinde of graine so called by the inhabitants ; the same in the 
West Indies is called Mayze: English men call it Guinney 
wheate or Turkie wheate, according to the names of the coun- 
treys from whence the like hath beene brought. The graine 
is about the bignesse of our ordinary English peaze and not 
much different in forme and shape: but of divers colours: 
some white, some red, some yellow, and some blew. All of 
them yeelde a very white and sweete flowre: being used ac- 
cording to his kinde it maketh a very good bread. Wee made 
of the same in the countrey some mault, whereof was brued as 
good ale as was to be desired. So likewise by the help of hops 
thereof may bee made as good Beere. It is a graine of mar- 
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veilous great increase; of a thousand, fifteene hundred and 
some two thousand fold. There are three sortes, of which 
two are ripe in an eleven and twelve weekes at the most: 
sometimes in ten, after the time they are set, and are then 
of height in stalke about sixe or seven foote. The other sort 
is ripe in fourteene, and is about ten foote high, of the stalkes 
some beare foure heads, some three, some one, and two: every 
head containing five, six or seven hundred graines within a 
fewe more or lesse. Of these graines besides bread, the in- 
habitants make victuall eyther by parching them; or seething 
them whole untill they be broken; or boyling the floure with 
water into a pappe.” Great quantities of corn were raised by 
the people of the region. It was the most important product 
of their gardens, a favorite food, as it was to others through- 
out the greater part of America. 


“Okindgier, called by us Beanes, because in greatnesse & 
partly in shape they are like to the Beanes in England; saving 
that they are flatter, of more divers colours, and some pide 


“Wickonzowr, called by us Peaze, in respect of the beanes 
for distinction sake, because they are much lesse; although in 
forme they little differ; but in goodnesse of tast much, & are 
far better than our English peaze. Both the beanes and peaze 
are ripe in tenne weekes after they are set. They make them 
victuall either by boyling them all to pieces into a broth; or 
boiling them whole untill they bee soft and beginne to breake 
as is used in England, eyther by themselves or mixtly together : 
Sometime they mingle of the wheate with them. Sometime also 
beeing whole sodden, they brust or pound them in a morter, & 
thereof make loaves or lumps of dowishe bread, which they 
use to eat for varietie. 


“Macécqwer, according to their severall formes called by us, 
Pompions, Mellions, and Gourdes, because they are of the like 
formes as those kindes in England. In Virginia such of sev- 
erall formes are of one taste and very good, and do also spring 
from one seed. There are of two sorts; one is ripe in the 
space of a moneth, and the other in two moneths. 
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“There is an hearbe which in Dutch is called Melden. Some 
of those that I describe it unto, take it to be a kinde of Orage; 
it groweth about foure or five foote high: of the seede thereof 
they make a thicke broth, and pottage of a very good taste: 
of the stalke by burning into ashes they make a kinde of salt 
earth, wherewithall many use sometimes to season their brothes ; 
other salte they knowe not. Wee our selves, used the leaves 
also for pothearbes. 

“There is also another great hearbe in forme of a Marigolde, 
about sixe foote in height ; the head with the floure is a spanne 
in breadth. Some take it to bee Planta Solis: of the seedes 
heereof they make both a kinde of bread and broth. 


“All the aforesaide commodities for victuall are set or sowed, 
sometimes in groundes apart and severally by themselves ; but 
for the most part together in one ground mixtly.” 

Such were the plants raised in the gardens belonging to the 
small, scattered villages along the coast. Native plants which 
had probably been utilized by the people for generations be- 
fore the coming of Europeans. 

Hariot next described how the gardens were prepared and 
the seed planted. The quaintly worded Narrative continued: 
“A fewe daies before they sowe or set, the men with wooden 
instruments, made almost in forme of mattockes or hoes with 
long handles; the women with short peckers or parers, be- 
cause they use them sitting, of a foote long and about five 
inches in breadth: doe onely breake the upper part of the 
ground to rayse up the weedes, grasse, & old stubbes of corne 
stalkes with their rootes. The which after a daye or twoes 
drying in the Sunne, being scrapte up into many small heapes, 
to save them labour for carrying them away; they burne into 
ashes . . . Then their setting or sowing is after this 
manner. First for their corne, beginning in one corner of the 
plot, with a pecker they make a hole, wherein they put foure 
graines with that care they touch not one another, (about an 
inch asunder) and cover them with the moulde againe: and 
so through out the whole plot, making such holes and using 
them after such manner: but with this regard that they bee 
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made in rankes, every ranke differing from other half a fadome 
or a yarde, and the holes also in every ranke, as much. By 
this meanes there is a yarde spare ground betweene every 
hole: where according to discretion here and there, they set 
as many Beanes and Peaze: in divers places also among the 
seedes of Macocqwer, Melden and Planta Solis.” 


In the picture of Secota, reproduced in the first part of this 
article, White revealed the appearance of the gardens. In 
one part corn had been recently planted, in another it was 
quite high. It was evidently planted so sa to ripen over a 
period of weeks. 


One plant was raised apart from all others, possibly in a 
plot of ground away from the vegetables, this was Vppdéwoc, 
“The Spaniardes generally call it Tobacco. The leaves thereof 
being dried and brought into powder: they use to take the 
fume or smoke thereof by sucking it through pipes made of 
claie into their stomacke and heade . . . This Uppowoc 
is of so precious estimation amongest them, that they thinke 
their gods are marvelously delighted therwith: Wherupon some- 
time they make hallowed fires & cast some of the pouder there- 
in for a sacrifice: being in a storme uppon the waters, to pacifie 
their gods, they cast some up into the aire and into the water: 
so a weare for fish being newly set up, they cast some therein 
and into the aire: also after an escape of danger, they cast 
some int othe aire likewise: but all done with strange gestures, 
stamping, sometime dauncing, clapping of hands, holding up 
of hands, & staring up into the heavens, uttering therewithal 
and chattering strange words & noises.” 


No other plants were known to have been cultivated by the 
people with whom Hariot and White came in contact, but the 
Narrative contains the names of many Roots which served 
for food, and also mentioned Fruites, Beastes, Foule, and Fishe 
which were likewise used. Fish was a very important article 
of food and after giving the names of some Hariot wrote: 
“The inhabitants use to take them two maner of wayes, the 
one is by a kind of wear made of reedes which in that countrey 
are very strong. The other way which is more strange, is 
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with poles made sharpe at one ende, by shooting them into the 
fish after the manner as Irishmen cast dartes ; either as they are 
rowing in their boates or els as they are wading in the shal- 
lowes for the purpose.” 


White’s drawing entitled ‘Their manner of fishynge in Vir- 
ginia,” reproduced in the first part of this article, illustrates 
the several ways of taking fish as mentioned by Hariot. 


In a region where some towns were situated on islands away 
from the coast, and where all were near water, canoes were of 
the utmost importance to the inhabitants. One was shown by 
White in the drawing just mentioned. In another sketch, re- 
produced by De Bry as plate XII, the artist depicted “The 
manner of makinge their boates.” Unfortunately the original 
drawing is missing from the collection in the British Museum, 
but the description of the plate given by De Bry and which 
was undoubtedly prepared by White is of much interest and 
will be quoted: “The manner of makinge their boates in 
Virginia is verye wonderfull. For wheras they want Instru- 
ments of yron, or other like unto ours, yet they knowe howe 
to make them as handsomelye, to saile with whear they liste 
in their Rivers, and to fishe withall, as ours. First they choose 
some longe, and thicke tree, according to the bignes of the 
boate which they would frame, and make a fyre on the ground 
abowt the Roote therof, kindlinge the same by little, and little 
with drie mosse of trees, and chipps of woods that the flame 
should not mounte opp to highe, and burne to muche of the 
lengte of the tree. When yt is almost burnt thorough, and 
readye to fall they make a new fyre, which they suffer to burne 
untill the tree fall of yts owne accord. Then burninge of the 
topp, and bowghs of the tree in suche wyse that the bodie 
of the same may Retayne his just lengthe, they raise yt uppon 
potes laid over cross wise uppon froked posts, at suche a rea- 
sonable heighte as they may handsomlye worke upon yt. Then 
take they of the barke with certayne shells: they reserve the in- 
nermost parte of the lennke, for the nethermost parte of the 
boate. On the other side they make a fyre accordinge to the 
lengthe of the bodye of the tree, savinge at both the endes. 
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That which they thinke is sufficientlye burned they quenche 
and scrape away with shells, and makinge a new fyre they 
burne yt agayne, and soe they continne sometymes burninge and 
sometymes scrapinge, untill the boate have sufficient both- 
owmes. Thus God indueth thise savage people with suf- 
ficient reason to make thinges necessarie to serve their turnes.” 


Eighteen original drawings by John White, made during 
the year following the arrival of the colonists at the Island 
of Wococon, July 3, 1585, have now been reproduced. Many 
ohter sketches by the same artist are likewise preserved in the 
British Museum but they show the birds, fish, and plants of 
a region south of Virginia and consequently are of no special 
interest at this time. The eighteen are all that are known to 
exist of the collection made to illustrate the manners, ways of 
life, and appearance of hte natives with whom the English 
came in contact during the years 1585 and 1586 in what is 
now the northeastern part of the State of North Carolina, 
then designated as a part of Virginia. 
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I. “THE BROWYLLINGE OF THEIR FISHE OVER 
THE FLAME.” 


(Plate XIIII in De Bry) 


“After they have taken store of fishe, they gett them unto 
a place fitt to dress yt. Ther they sticke upp in the grownde 
4 stakes in a square roome, and lay 4 potes uppon them, and 
others over thwart the same like unto an hurdle, of sufficient 
heighte, and layine their fishe uppon this hurdle, they make a 
fyre underneathe to broile the same, not after the manner of 
the people of Florida, which doe but schorte, and harden their 
meate in the smoke onlye to Reserve the same during all the 
winter. For this people reservinge nothinge for store, thei 
do broile, and spend away all att once and when they have 
futher neede, they roste or seethe fresh, as wee shall see 
heraffter. And when as the hurdle can not holde all the fishes, 
they hange the Rest by the fyrres on sticks sett upp in the 
grounde a gainst the fyre, and than they finishe the rest of 
their cookerye. They take good heede that they bee not burntt. 
x When the first are broyled they lay others on, that weare 
E newlye broughte, continuinge the dressinge of their meate in 
a this sorte, untill they thincke they have sufficient.” 
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I. “Tue Browy.iince or THEIR FISHE OVER THE FLAME.” 
(Plate XIIII in De Bry) 
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(Plate XV in De Bry) 
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II. “THEIR SEETHEYNGE OF THEIR MEATE IN 
EARTHEN POTTES.” 


(Plate XV in De Bry) 


“Their woemen know how to make earthen vesselles with 
special Cunninge and that so large and fine, that our potters 
with Ihoye [theyr (?)] wheles can make noe better: ant then 
Remove them from place to place as easelye as we can doe our 
brassen kettles. After they have set them uppon an heape 
of erthe to stay them from fallinge, they putt wood under 
which being kyndled one of them taketh great care that the 
fyre burne equallye Rounde abowt. They or their woemen 
fill the vessel with water, and then putt they in fruite, flesh, and 
fish, and lett all boyle together like a galliemaufrye, which the 
Spaniarde call, olla podrida. Then they putte yt out into 
disches, and sett before the companye, and then they make 
good cheere together. Yet are they moderate in their eatinge 
wherby they avoide sickness. I would to God wee would fol- 
lowe their example. For wee should bee free from many 
kyndes of diseasyes which wee fall into by sumptwous and 
unseasonable banketts, continuallye devisinge new sawces, and 
provocation of gluttonnye to satisfie our unsatiable appetite.” 
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III. “THEIR SITTING AT MEATE.” 
(Plate XVI in De Bry) 


“Their manner of feeding is in this wise. They lay a matt 

made of bents one the grownde and sett their meate on the mids 

| therof, and then sit downe Rownde, the men uppon one side, 

and the women on the other. Their meate is Mayz sodden, in 

such sorte as I described yt in the former treatise of verye 

good taste, deers flesche, or of some other besate, and fishe. 

They are verye sober in their eatinge, and drinkinge, and con- ; 

sequently verye longe lived because they doe not oppress 
nature.” 
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(Plate XVII in De Bry) 
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IV. “THEIR MANNER OF -PRAINGE WITH RAT- 
TELS ABOWT THE FYER.” 


(Plate XVII in De Bry) 


“When they have escaped any great danger by sea or lande, 
or be returned from the warr in token of loye they make a 
great fyer abowt which the men, and woemen sitt together, 
holding a certaine fruite in their hands like unto a rownde 
pompion or a gourde, which after they have taken out the 
fruits, and the seedes, then fill with small stons or certayne 
bigg kernells to make the more noise, and fasten that uppon 
a sticke, and singinge after their manner, they make merrie: 
as my selfe observed and noted downe at my beinge amonge 
them. For it is a strange custome, and worth the obser- 
vation.” 
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V. “THEIR DANSES WHICH THEY USE ATT THEIR 
HYGHE FEASTES.” 


(Plate XVIII in De Bry) 


“At a Certayne tyme of the yere they make a great, and 
solemne feaste wherunto their neighbours of the townes ad- 
ioninge repayre from all parts, every man attyred in the most 
strange fashion they can devise havinge certayne marks on 
the backs to declare of what place they bee. The place where 
they meet is a broade playne, abowt the which are planted in 
the grownde certayne posts carved with heads like to the faces 
of Nonnes covered with theyr vayles. Then beeing sett in 
order they dance, singe, and use the strangest gestures that 
they can possiblye devise. Three of the fayrest Virgins, of 
the companie are in the mydds, which imbrassinge one another 
doe as yt wear turne abowt in their dancinge. All this is donne 
after the sunnne is sett for avoydinge of heate. When they are 
weerye of dancinge. they goe oute of the circle, and come in 
untill their dances be ended, and they goe to make merrye as 
is expressed in the 16 figure.” 
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V. “Tuer DANSES WHICH THEY USE ATT THEIR HyGHe FEastes.” 
(Plate XVIII in De Bry) 
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VIRGINIA COUNCIL JOURNALS, 1726-1753 


(Text continued from XXXV, 414) 


Present Richard Fitzwilliam Esq. 
[June 11, 1730] 


Moseley Batteley and Elizabeth his wife, late the relict of 
Robert Talliaffarro Deced., in behalf of themselves and of 
Mary & Elizabeth the Daughters of the said Robert, having 
Petitioned for Stopping several Patents sued out by James 
Dyer, Thomas Edines and Dennis Linsey for land lying in the 
first Fork of Rappedan River in the County of Spotsylvania, 
Nineteen hundred & Eighty Two Acres of which said Land 
was formerly Surveyed by the said Robert Talliaffarro in his 
life time. Oni hearing the parties it is this day ordered by the 
Governr, with the advice of the Council, that the said Nineteen 
hundred Eighty two acres of Land formerly Surveyed by the 
said Talliaffarro be granted to his Widow and Daughters Viz: 
500 acres thereof to Elizabeth now the wife of the said Moseley 
Batteley and 1482 acres the residue to Mary and Elizabeth 
Daughters and Heirs at Law of the said Robert and that the 
patents prepared for the said Dyer, Edins and Linsey be stopt, 
reserving neverless power to them to sue out new Patents for 
so much of the respective tracts as shall not be included within 
the bounds of the Patents hereby ordered .to Issue to the Widow 
and Daughters of the said Robert Talliaffarro. 

On reading this day at the Board the petition of Ambrose 
Madison and Thomas Chew, praying that a former order made 
upon the petition of William Todd of the County of King and 
Queen (Gent. may be set aside and the Petitioners Discharged 
from paiment of the expence of the Survey made on the Lands 
in Controversie between them and the said Todd, the several 
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parties being now present and fully heard by the Council and 
the petitioners refusing to submit to the paiment of any part 
of the charge of the said Survey, their petition is therefore 
Dismist and the said William Todd left to his remedy at Law 
for the Charge he hath expended ascertaining the bounds of 
the Lands claimed by him and the petitioners. 

Humphrey Pope’ and John Edy having severally entered 
Caveats for stopping any Patents sued out by Henry Willis 
Gent. for 1500 acres of Land lying in the Little Fork of Rap- 
pahannock River, the said Pope this day appeared and by his 
Council declaring that as the 300 hundred acres of Land which 
he claims was in the year 1717 granted by a deed of the pro- 
prietor of the Northern Neck he would insist on his Title 
under that Deed and try the same at Law, thereupon it is 
Ordered that his said Caveat be Dismist and that the other 
entered by the above named John Edy be continued to be 
heard at this Board the next Court of Oyer and Terminer. 

Abraham Abney and Thomas Claborne having petitioned for 
a grant of five hundred acres of land lying on the head of the 
South fforff of Gillies Creek in Henrico County which was 
Surveyed upwards of ffourteen years ago for one John Robert- 
son who neglected to sue out any Patent for the same. It 
appearing to this Board by affidavit that the said Robertson 
hath been duly summoned and failing to appear It is ordered 
that the said Land be granted to the Petitioners. 

The Caveat entered by Richard Hickman, Edwin Hickman 
and Dennet Abney for Stopping Patents Sued out by Robert 
Adams on two severall Surveys for 400 acres of Land each lying 
on the Branches of Licking Hole Creek in the County of Gooch- 
land, is Continued for the Petitioners to make appear that the 
said Surveys was made upon entrys posterior to theirs and 
within the bounds Described in their said Entry. 

The several Caveats entered by Thomas Randolph Gent. 
Deced. and Richard Hickman, Edwin Hickman and Dennet 
Abney for Stopping of Patents sued out for Nicholas Merry- 
weather Gent. for Land lying at the Chesnot Mountains in the 
County of Hanover by the consent of the Executors of the 
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said Thos. Randolph and the said Hickmans and Abney are 
withdrawn, And it is Ordered that the said Nicholas Merry- 
weather have his Patent for the Land therein mentioned. 

On reading this day at the Board the Petition of Catherine 
the Relict of Anthony Matton’ late of the Maniccan Town and 
of Giddon Chambon setting forth that the said Anthony being 
Seized in ffee of two several parcels of Land; part of the Land 
assigned for the French Refugees and having ffive sons Devised 
the said Land amongst his said Children and soon after De- 
parted this life. That in a short time after his Decease all his 
Children also Died and his said Widow being possessed of the 
aforesaid Land for a valuable Consideration Conveyed ffifty 
three acres thereof to the Petitioner Giddon Chambon. That 
one Thomas Jefferson hath lately sued out an Inquisition 
whereby the said Land is found to Escheat to his Majesty and 
praying that they may be preferred to the said Jefferson in 
the grant of the said Land and the said Thomas Jefferson be- 
ing heard thereupon and it appearing that the Petitioners hav- 
ing the most equitable pretension to his Majesty’s favour the 
Governr. is pleased with the advice of the Council to Order 
as it is hereby ordered that the said Gideon Chambon and the 
Widow of the said Anthony have patents for the said Respec- 
tive Quantities of Escheated Lands now in their possession 
they paying the Composition Due to his Majesty and reim- 
bursing to the said Jefferson all necessary Charges in prose- 
cuting the said Escheat. 


At a Council held at the Capitol 
the 17th Day of June 1730 


Present 
The Governor 
Robert Carter John Carter 
James Blair Richard Fitzwilliam 
William Byrd John Grymes 
John Robinson William Dandridge 


and John Custis, Esqrs. 
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Several petitions’ being this day offered to 
Proprietors of the Board for Leave to take up Land on the 
the Northern River Sherrando on the North West side of 
Neck his Agent the great Mountains Robert Carter Esq. Agent 
protest agt for the proprietors of the Northern Neck 
granting Land moved that it might be entered that he in the 
on Sherrando. behalf of the said Proprietors Claimed the 
Land on the said River Sherrando as belong- 
ing to the said Proprietors and within the limits of their 
grant and that it belonged solely to the proprietors to grant 
the said Land, which motion at his request is entered and 
then the Board proceeded to the hearing the said Petitions— 
and 
On reading at this Board the Petition of 
Lands on John Vanmeter* Setting forth that he is de- 
Sherrando al-__ sirous to take up a Tract of Land in this Col- 
lowed to be ony on the West side of the great Mountains 
taken up by _for the settlement of himself and Elevan Chil- 
divers Ger- dren and also that divers of his Relations and 
mans on con- friends living in the Government of New York 
dition to bring are also desirous to remove with their families 
anumber of and effects to settle in the same place if a suf- 
familys thereon ficient Quantity of Land may be assigned 
them for that purpose and praying that Ten 
Thousand Acres of Land lying in the ffork of Sherrando River 
including the places called by the names of Cedar Lick and 
Stony Lick and running up between the Branches of the said 
River to compleat that Quantity and Twenty Thousand acres 
of the Land not already taken up by Robert Carter and Mann 
Page Esqrs or any other, lying in the ffork between the said 
River Sherrando and the River Cahongaroota and extending 
thence to Opechon and up the South Branch thereof may be 
assigned for the Habitation and Settlement of himself his fam- 
ily and Friends. The Governor with the advice of the Council 
is pleased to give leave to the said John Vanmeter to take up 
the said ffirst mentioned Tract of Ten Thousand acres for the 
Settlement of himself and his family and that as soon as the 
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Petitioner shall bring on the last mentioned Tract Twenty 
ffamilys to inhabit or that this Board is satisfied so many are 
ready to remove thither, Leave is hereby granted for Sur- 
veying the last mentioned Tract of Twenty Thousand acres 
within the limits above described in so many several Dividends 
as the Petitioner and his said partners shall think fit. And 
it is further ordered that no person be permitted to enter for 
or take up any part of the aforesaid Land in the meantime 
provided the said Vanmeter and his family and the said twenty 
other ffamilys of his relations and friends do Settle thereon 
within the space of Two years according to his Proposal. 

Isaac Vanmeter of the Province of West Jersey having by his 
Petition to this Board, set forth that he and divers other Ger- 
man ffamilys be desirous to Settle by themselves on the West 
side of the great Mountains in this Colony, he the Petitioner has 
been to view the Lands in those parts and has discovered a 
place where such Settlement may conveniently be made and 
not yet taken up or possessed by any of the English Inhabi- 
tants and Praying that Ten Thousand Acres of Land between 
the Lands surveyed for Robert Carter Esqr. the ffork of 
Sherrando® River and the River Opeckon in as many several 
Tracts or Dividends as shall be necessary for the accommoda- 
tion and Settlement of Ten ffamilys (including his own) which 
he proposes to bring on the said land. The Governor with 
the advice of the Council is pleased to order as it is hereby 
ordered that the said Isaac Vanmeter for himself and his 
partners have Leave to take up the said Quantity of Ten 
Thousand acres of Land within the limits above Described. 
And that if he brings the above number of ffamilys to Dwell 
there within Two years, Patents being granted him & them 
for the same in such several Tracts & Dividends as they shall 
think fit and that in the meantime the same be reserved free 
from the Entry of any other Person. 

Whereas Jacob Stover* a Native of Swisser Land hath by his 
Petition made Humble Suit to this Board for leave to take up 
Ten Thousand acres of Land on the West side of the great 
Mountains and on the Second ffork of Sherrando River on 
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both sides the Branches thereof for the Settlement of himself 
and Divers German and Swiss ffamilys his associates whom he 
proposes to bring thither to Dwell in Two Years space It is 
ordered by the Governor with the advice of the Council that 
Ten Thousand acres of Land lying within the bounds above 
Described be assigned the petitioners to be laid off in such 
Tracts as he shall think fit for the accommodation of him- 
self and his partners provided that one ffamily for each Thou- 
sand acres do come to Inhabit there within the time proposed 
and in the meantime that no person be permitted to enter for 
or take up the same other than the Petitioner and his associates. 
Sundry petitions for taking up waste land 
Petitions for | were read and granted as follows 
Land per- Vizt. 
mitted. To William Chamberlayne’ 2600 acres of 
Land on Cary Creek in Goochland County in- 
cluding 400 acres of Land already Patented. 

To Stephen Hughes 1000 acres of land in Goochland County 
being at the beginning of William Mayo and Bowler Cock’s 
Lands on Deep Creek. 

To Richard Jones Jr. 1500 acres of Land in Prince George 
County on Wests Creek being a branch of Deep Creek in- 
cluding his last survey. 

To William Beverley 12000 acres of Land in Spotsylvania 
County on ffox River, Cannons rivers by the branches of Elk 
river, Red Oak Mountains and ffoot of the great Mountains. 

To William Mayo 2800 acres of Land on Willis’s Creek 
Surveyed in several Surveys lying contiguous and adjoining to 
Benjamin Harrison’s Land and Mary Webb’s with liberty to 
joyn the same in one Patent. 


At a Council held at the Capitol 
July the 7th 1730 


Present 
The Governor 
James Blair John Grymes 
Cole Digges John Custis and 
John Robinson William Randolph, Esqrs. 
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On reading at this Board a Memorial of 

Colo. Spots- Colo. Spotswoods late Lieut. Governor of Vir- 
wood’s* Me- __ ginia Setting forth that in the year 1722 at the 
morial Read _instances of both Houses of Assembly he 
undertook a journey upwards fo Twelve hun- 

dred miles to Treat with the Northern Indians at Albany and 
Conestogoe that upon his representing to the House of Bur- 
gesses how the Kings Revenue given for the support of the 
Government was that year so burthened with Extraordinary 
Charges that it would hardly be able to bear the Expence of 
the intended Treaty without some assistance from them. They 
gave One Thousand Pounds for that Service which sum fell 
short of the expences more than Six hundred pounds and which 
Exceedings Govern. Drysdale promised to lay before the next 
Assembly but nothing being done in that behalf he applyed by 
a petition in England for a reimbursement of the said Ex- 
pences but was answered he should first apply to the Govern- 
ment here for the same. That before his arrival in this Colony, 
his Ajttorney had given in that Claim to the House of Bur- 
gesses, that the House had thereupon come to a Resolution 
which doth not reject the Charge but only Declares they have 
already paid as fa ras they had Engaged to assist the Revenue, 
and adding divers reasons why he conceives his said Claim 
to be a Debt which this Government ought in Honour and 
Justice to See Discharged. The Council took the said Me- 
morial into Consideration and are thereupon of opinion that 
tho it is reasonable that Colo. Spotswood should 

and referred be paid all necessary Disbursements expended 
till directions by him for the servce of the Government Yet 
from home. the service mentioned in his said Memorial 
having been performed Eight years ago and no 

Demand for the Charges thereof made till now it is fit to wait 
for Directions from Great Britain before any Determination 
thereof here and to that purpose that the Governor be pleased to 
represent the case to the Lords Commissioners of his Maj- 
esties Treasury and Lords Commissrs. of Trade and Plan- 
tations and to Transmitt a Copy of Colo. Spotswoods Memorial 
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and of the account exhibited by him to the House of Bur- 
gesses Requesting their Lordships Directions thereon. 
Sundry accounts of persons inhabiting in 
Accts. for the County of Nancymond for the charges and 
pirate refd. for expenses of Conveying through that County 
examination. Divers Pirates taken in North Carolina in the 
year 1727 having been presented to the House 
of Burgesses and rejected were now Exhibited to this Board 
and ordered that the same be referred to the offices of his 
Majesties Revenue to examine and report whether the same 
be referred to the offices of his Majesties Revenue to ex- 
amine and report whether the same have not been paid to the 
Marshall of the Court of Admiralty who brought the said 
Pirates from Carolina. 
Augustine Smith’ of the County of Caroline 
Smith’s pe- Gent. by his Petition setting forth that in the 
tition refd. year 1709 in order to obtain a Patent for 1500 
acres of Land as Lapsed from one John Bow- 
sey he purchased of the then Receiver General 30 rights and 
thay the said Land being afterwards recovered from him and 
granted to Henry Willis Gent. by reason of the Petitioner not 
sueing out his Patent in due time he hath Demanded the said 
right out of the Secretarys Office but upon search the same 
are not to be found and praying relief therein. It is ordered 
that it be referred to the office of his Majesties Revenue to 
examine the allegations of the said petition and report their 
opinion thereon. 
Commissioners of the Peace for the Countys 
Justices of Accomac New Kent and King William were 
appointed. this day ordered to issue with the addition of 
Sundry persons recommended to be Justices 
of the Peace in the said respective countys. 
Also Coronors for the countys of King and 
Coronors Queen and Prince George were appointed by 
appointed. the Governor in Council. 
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On the Petition of Winifred Stevens Widow 
Stevens her of John Stevens late of the County of Prince 
petn. & ord. George Dec’d. Setting forth that her said Hus- 
for land. band in his lifetime Surveyed 400 acres of 

Land in the said County the Survey whereof 

was duly returned into the Secretarys Office together with the 
rights in order to Obtain a Patent but died before the same 
was made out, that the said John Stevens having no issue did 
on his Death Bed make his will and Devise his right to the 
said land to the said Petitioner and one Edward Sanders who 
had lived with him for many years that since the said John 
Stevens Death one Stephen Hughes hath Petitd. for the said 
Land Suggesting that the Petitioners late Husband had neg- 
lected to sue out a Patent according to the Orders of the 
Government—Whereas in truth the said John Stevens had 
before his Death strictly Complyed with the orders of Gov- 
ernment to entitle him to a Patent for the said Land and the 
issuing the said Patent only prevented by his Death and pray- 
ing that the said Land may now be granted to the Petitioner 
and the said Edward Sanders to whom the said John Stevens 
designed it. The Governor with the advice of the Council is 
pleased to order as it is hereby ordered that a Patent be pre- 
pared and issued for the Land aforementioned in the name of 
the said Winifred Stevens & Edward Sanders. It appearing 
by the Surveyors Certificate and Entry of the rights in the Sec- 
retarys Office that the said John Stevens had in his life time 
done all that was incumbent on him for obtaining a grant of the 
said Land and it is further ordered that the petition lately 
preferred by the said Stephen Hughes for a grant of the same 
Land be as it is hereby rejected. 

Sundry Petitions for taking up waste Lands 
Petitions for | were read and Granted as follows Vizt: 
new Lands To Stephen Cox Eight Hundred acres in 
granted Goochland County lying on Appamattox river. 

To John Mays® One Thousand Acres in 
Prince George County on Deep Creek including his old Land 
already Patented. 
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To William Eaton” One Thousand Five hundred acres on 
Butterwood in Prince George County including his two plan- 
tations there. 

To Richard Herbert” one Thousand five hundred acres in 
Prince George County on the South side of Rowanty Swamp 
including his own Land already Patented. 


To William Crawley One Thousand acres in Prince George 
County including his two surveys on the North side of Not- 
taway with liberty of joyning the whole in one Patent. 


To Thomas Booth” Two Thousand acres in Prince George 
County on both sides the Sweat House Branch of Deep Creek 
including his old Land already Patented. 


To John Jackson One Thousand five hundred acres in Prince 
George County on the Burthen Swamp. 


To Benjamin Harrison One Thousand five hundred acres 
lying in Goochland County near Willis’s River and bounded 
by the Land of William Mayo, Ashford Hughes and the Pe- 
titioners own Land and that he may have leave to Joyn the 
same with his other Land in one Patent. 

To Robert Bolling and James Munford Two Thousand acres 
in Brunswick County on the North side of Roanoake above 
blew Stone Creek. 

To Adam Rutherford Eighteen hundred acres in Hannover 
County on Falling Creek with the Land he has already Patented 
and Surveyed in the said County. 

To George Alvis One Thousand five hundred acres in Han- 
nover County on Maudlins folly Run. 

On the Petition of John Michie“ leave is hereby granted 
him to Joyn in one Patent Eight hundred acres of Land in 
Hannover County already Surveyed in Two Surveys lying on 
Harris’s Creek in the said County. 


Exd. p Wil Robertson Clk. Con. 
(To be continued) 
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THE CO-OPERATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
COLONIES IN THE FORBES EX- 
PEDITION AGAINST FORT 
DUQUESNE. 


By Paut H. Gmpens 


Instructor of History and Government, The Iowa State College 
of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts. 


(Concluded from Vol. XXXVI, No. 1) 


The Assembly met again on February 13, but it could not 
be prevailed upon to pass any bill for supplies on such terms 
as the Governor and Upper House could possibly accept, so 
they were prorogued to March 23, leaving the three hundred 
men in Fort Cumberland and Fort Frederick without pay since 
October 8. Sharpe ordered two companies of militia to the 
frontier so as to be ready to garrison Fort Frederick in case 
of desertion. The militiamen were assured that they would 
not be required to go beyond Fort Frederick nor would they 
be detained longer than two months on any account.” As soon 
as the order was issued, practically every member of the Lower 
House tried to dissuade and discourage the members of the 
companies from going.” They argued that the militia could not 
be compelled to march unless there was an actual invasion, 
or to garrison a fort, or serve in arms unless the enemy was 
actually within the province. Orders were issued to Captain 
Peregrine Brown of Kent County to march his company to 


= The Archives of Maryland, William Hand Brown, editor, Balti- 
more, 1911, Vol. XXXI, p. 260. 

Sharpe to Loudoun, March 2, 1758, Sharpe Correspondence, Vol. II, 
p. 141. 


i} 
3 
A 
a 
| 
es — 
e- 
| 
1e 
it 
| 
| 
| 
n 
| 


146 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


Fort Frederick for duty, but not more than ten of his men 
would obey. Colonel Richard Loyd requested the return of 
certificates for those who refused to march, but Captain Brown 
did not make immediate return since he had received numerous 
threats of violence should he do anything to distress the peo- 
ple. He reported that those who should have urged the men 
to obedience were found wanting. In ordering Brown to re- 
turn the certificates, Sharpe said, “you will not I hope regard 
the idle and false Reports of some discontented, disaffected, or 
dastardly People or make them an Excuse from pursuing the 
Orders given you by your Commanding Officer.”" Captain 
Brown’s company was finally completed from the ranks of 
another company and sent on its way. 

This was the state of affairs in Maryland when Governor 
Sharpe received the letters for aid from Pitt and Forbes and 
it is not the least bit surprising that Sharpe reported to Pitt that 
very little could be expected. However, the Lower House im- 
mediately passed a bill to raise one thousand men and voted 
forty-five thousand pounds. The Upper House rejected the 
supply bill because the sole right of naming the committee to 
distribute the money was to be appointed by the President of 
the House; a double tax was placed on land held by Roman 
Catholics; the tax on offices was too heavy; the proprietor’s 
quit rents and uncultivated lands were taxed, and other ob- 
jections.” This same bill had been offered to the Upper House 
many times before, but in each case it was rejected as not in 
harmony with the proprietary interests. The Governor and 
Upper House were in a very embarrassing position. The ap- 
proval of the bill meant the disregard of the proprietary in- 
terests, while its rejection caused the proprietor to be looked 
upon as disloyal to the Crown. Sharpe believed that the As- 
sembly was actuated by different motives than a sincere desire 
to promote His Majesty’s service. He thought that the lead- 
ing men were anxious to bring everything into confusion in 


™ The Archives of Maryland, Vol. XXXI, p. 250. 
* Mereness, N. D., Maryland as a Proprietary Colony, New York, 
IQ0I, Pp. 333. 
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hopes that the Crown would interfere in some manner dis- 
agreeable to the proprietor.” As a matter of fact, government 
by and through the Crown was preferred to proprietary rule. 
This was undoubtedly a fine opportunity to place the pro- 
prietor in an unfavorable light before the King. Further- 
more, the struggle in Maryland seems to have been greatly 
accentuated by the dispute between the Governor and the 
Lower House in Pennsylvania at the same time. Sir John 
St. Clair felt sure that action in Maryland was delayed until 
it could be seen what Pennsylvania would do.” 


General Forbes felt that “The Province of Maryland have 
been extremely dilatory in their proceedings . . . . Ican 
have but very little dependance of Maryland doing any Good 
for the Service ; even altho’ they grant Eighty thousand Pounds 
for His Majesty’s Use, twenty five or thirty thousand Pounds 
of which will be appropriated for their long Sessions of As- 
sembly, and a great part of the Remainder consumed in the 
pay and Arrears due to their Troops.”" He said Maryland 
would do remarkably well if she kept the three hundred men, 
then in her pay, for the season and more he could not expect. 
The Assembly, after sitting from March 23 to May 13, was pro- 
rogued without granting pay and maintenance for the troops in 
Fort Cumberland and Fort Frederick. Upon hearing of this 
action General Forbes wrote to Sharpe, “I must confess that 
your Assembly’s breaking up without Concurring in any way 
with His Majesty’s Demand, is such a Piece of Presumption 
that Deserves a much Severer Chastisement, than I shall pre- 
tend to think of.”” Sharpe suggested to Forbes that, in case 
the Assembly did nothing, Virginia might be prevailed upon to 
take the Maryland troops into her pay. Forbes wrote to 
President Blair of Virginia that he should “Jump at it Di- 
rectly,” but Blair felt the proposition contained “insurmountable 


Sharpe to Calvert, May 14, 1758, Sharpe Correspondence, Vol. II, 
p. 179. 

‘a Clair to Sharpe, April 8, 1758, Sharpe Correspondence, Vol. I, 
p. 169. 

" Forbes to Pitt, May 1, 1758, Pitt Correspondence, Vol. I, p. 236. 

@ May 25, 1758, Sharpe Correspondence, Vol. Il, p. 188. 
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difficulties."” Since Forbes was very reluctant to have these 

seasoned Maryland troops abandoned at this critical juncture, 

he promised to pay them from this time forward to the end 

. of the campaign, and to secure their back pay either from the 

Assembly or from the Crown.“ On June 9, the troops at Fort 

; Frederick were ordered to evacuate the post and proceed to 

Fort Cumberland to join the expedition. Fearful lest the peo- 

| ple who lived about the fort would desert their plantations, 

| Sharpe ordered two companies of militia from Frederick 

County to serve there until aid could come from Cecil and 

| Calvert Counties.”. The Governor came to the fort with the 

militiamen on June 15, where he remained all summer to direct 

. the protection of the frontier. Despite the attempt of some of 

| the members of the Assembly to persuade the militiamen to 

| desert and mutiny, they turned out better than Sharpe an- 
ticipated. 

In August, General Forbes asked Sharpe if he would not 
garrison Fort Cumberland with militia for a fortnight in 
order that he might take with him all the Virginia troops 
that were stationed there.” Sharpe was willing to do this if 
he could secure two hundred and fifty volunteers, but he was 
very doubtful whether any would go as far as Fort Cum- 
berland. An officer was sent down into the country to take 
a disposition of the militia and reported that two hundred and 
fifty had offered their services.” With these men Sharpe 
arrived on September 12, at Fort Cumberland where he did 
garrison duty until October 10, and then came back to Fort 

Frederick. 
| The Governor returned to Annapolis in order that he might 
meet with the Assembly on October 19th. Writs for a new 
election of members had been issued on October 2, but Sharpe 


© Letters of Forbes, p. 15. 

 Ibid., pp. 21, 23. 

= = to Tasker, June 29, 1758, Sharpe Correspondence, Vol. II, 
p. 216. 
Letters of Forbes, p. 27-28. 
* Sharpe to Forbes, August 21, 1758, Sharpe Correspondence, Vol. II, 


p. 240. 
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was doubtful about the forthcoming of any acceptable grant of 
supplies. This doubt was only increased when the election 
returns showed that the new Assembly consisted of about the 
same members as the old one.” No money was appropriated 
in this session and the only revenue bills introduced provided 
for the same mode of taxation which had been previously dis- 
approved. However, some compensation was finally doled out 
to the Maryland troops on the Forbes’ expedition when fifteen 
hundred pounds, which had previously been appropriated for 
the payment of Indian scalps, was distributed among the men 
in the following manner: Lieutenant Colonel Dagworthy 
thirty pounds, every Captain sixteen pounds, Lieutenants twelve 
pounds, Ensigns nine pounds, and non-commissioned officers 
six pounds.” The rest was to be laid out in clothes and equally 
distributed among the private soldiers who served on the ex- 
pedition. With this exception, Maryland failed to contribute 
one penny towards the support of the expedition against Fort 
Duquesne. The controversy over the mode of taxation be- 
tween the Governor and the Lower House resulted in a dead- 
lock, so that the passage of an adequate supply bill was abso- 
lutely impossible. The Lower House was determined that the 
supply bill should conform to their own particular wishes 
while the Governor with the Upper House was just as de- 
termined to prevent any infringement upon the proprietor’s 
interests. There was not that cordial and harmonious relation- 
ship existing between these two branches as existed in Vir- 
ginia or the province of North Carolina. Maryland was ap- 
parently more interested in embarrassing her proprietor than 
she was in supporting the expedition. Proprietary rule was 
distasteful and unpleasant and every opportunity was used 
to bring reproach upon her proprietor. Instead of being ready 
and willing to provide men and money, Maryland was dilatory, 
rebellious, disloyal, and indifferent at a most critical time. 


“Sharpe to Baltimore, November 3, 1758, Sharpe Correspondence, 
Vol. II, p. 295. 

“Bacon, Thomas, Laws of Maryland at Large with Proper Indexes, 
Annapolis, 1765, Vol. II, Ch. 17, Passed December 24, 1758. 
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No Governor could scarcely have made greater efforts or 
shown more zeal for His Majesty’s service than did Governor 
Sharpe of Maryland. Not only, did he use all his powers of 
persuasion to move the Lower House to action, but he actually 
led his militiamen to Fort Frederick where he spent the entire 
summer in doing garrison duty. This was done in spite of vig- 
orous attempts to cause desertion and mutiny among his troops. 
General Forbes deeply appreciated the spirit and enthusiasm 
with which Governor Sharpe always acted and on many oc- 
casions he wrote in very high terms of commendation.” Words 
of commendation for the Maryland troops on the expedition 
were also expressed by Forbes in reporting to his superior, 
William Pitt, about the attack upon the post at Loyal Hannon 
by nine hundred French and Indians. He said, “I must com- 
mend the spirit of some of the provincials, particularly the 
Maryland troops, who I retained in the Service, after being 
left to disband by their Province, and therefore I was obliged 
to keep together on our pay, and have been necessitated to ad- 
vance them from time to time, money for their support, and 
cloathing to enable them to carry on the Service, and with- 
out which they must have left us, as they had no manner of 
clothing but one bad blankett each, which will not do in these 
cold evenings and mornings, no shoes, stockings or Breeches, 
or any one necessary against the Inclemency of the Weather.’” 
The steadfastness of these three hundred men to His Majesty’s 
service and the active interest of Governor Sharpe were the 
sole redeeming features for Maryland. 

Lord Loudon, before his return to England, wrote to Pitt 
on February 14, 1758, that “The Governments of Pennsylvania 
& Maryland, are at present in a disposition, that makes busi- 
ness go very heavily with them. I flatter myself that, I shall 
be able to carry thro’ the business at Pennsilvania this Year 

.”@ Therefore, the outlook was not very encouraging 


® Forbes to Sharpe, May 25, 1758; Forbes to Sharpe, June 20, 1758; 
Forbes to Pitt, September 6, 1758, Letters of Forbes, pp. 20, 23, 37. 


™ Forbes to Pitt, October 20, 1758, Letters of Forbes, p. 60. 
™® Pitt Correspondence, Vol. I, p. 195. 
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for Governor William Denny of Pennsylvania when he pre- 
sented to his legislature Pitt’s request for aid against Fort 
Duquesne. However, Denny reminded the legislature that 
“on an occasion so interesting, I must in the Warmest Terms 
press you, Gentlemen, to use Vigour, Unanimity, and Dis- 
patch in your Councils, that nothing may be wanting towards 
the immediate Execution of such Offensive Measures as the 
Commander-in-Chief may judge for his Majesty’s Honour and 
Interest, in which you may assure yourselves of my most 
Hearty Concurrence.” The Assembly assured the Governor 
that “Nothing on our parts which can be expected from the 
most loyal, zealous, and faithful Subjects shall be wanting to 
co-operate with His Majesty’s Forces in their offensive Oper- 
ations in these Parts of His Majesty’s Dominions.”“ The 
response of the Assembly indicated that there would be no 
hesitancy or difficulty in voting the necessary supplies. On 
March 24, a bill was passed to augment their troops to twenty- 
seven hundred men, officers included.” They were already 
about two thousand men on foot in Pennsylvania.” The As- 
sembly, in passing this bill, felt it had “not so much attended 
to the Poverty and inability of our Constitutents, as to their 
present eminent Danger, the Necessities of the Times, and the 
great Prospect there is of relieving them from their Present 
unhappy Circumstances, by one united and Vigorous Effort.” 
A five pound bounty was offered for volunteers and each 
officer given twenty shillings for every able-bodied man that 
he recruited for the service. The Assembly was extremely 
anxious that “this Province may be distinguished among the 
Colonies for its Loyalty, Ardour, and Zeal in Promoting so 
great an undertaking for the Defence and preservation of 
America.” 


® Minutes of the Provincial Council of Pennsylvania, from the organi- 

sation to the termination of the Proprietary Government (Pennsylvania 
Colonial Records), Harrisburg, 1852, Vol. VIII, p. 20. 

™ Tbid., p. 36. 

s% Abercromby to Pitt, April 28, 1758, Pitt Correspondence, Vol. I, 
p. 230. 

* Pennsylvania Colonial Records, Vol. VIII, p. 36. 

™ Ibid., p. 53. 
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From March 24, until April 22, nothing was voted by the 
Assembly to provide pay and supplies for her twenty-seven 
hundred men. The Governor and Assembly were in a dead- 
lock for practically a month over the supply bill which was 
“occasion’d thro’ the unhappy disputes, that have so long sub- 
sisted between the Proprietaries & the Assembly of that Pro- 
vince . . . .”™ One hundred thousand pounds were 
granted for supplying the troops, but it provided that all 
estates, real and personal, and all taxables in the province 
should be taxed in order to raise the sum. These estates were 
to be assessed and rated by men elected by the people. Gov- 
ernor Denny did not wish to have the proprietary estate ex- 
empted from taxation, nor did the proprietors, but he did insist 
that it should not be assessed in the same manner as the estates 
of the people.” Denny was willing that every tract of land, 
surveyed and appropriated, should bear an equal and propor- 
tionate share of the burden imposed for defence. But in 
justice to the proprietor, his estate should be assessed by per- 
sons who were nominated or appointed by him. Denny stated 
that if a bill were prepared embodying this idea, he would ap- 
prove the taxation of the proprietary estate.” Furthermore, 
he seriously disapproved of the provincial commissioners 
named in the bill to spend the money on account of their hav- 
ing ignored and disregarded him on previous occasions. He 
absolutely refused to do business with these commissioners 
as they were not qualified for their position of high trust. 
The supply bill was returned to the Lower House with these 
objections, only to be sent back to the Governor without modi- 
fication. The Governor was very impatient because of this 
delay and regarded it as a public misfortune that nothing had 
been done. He was careful to remind the Assembly that “if 
any charge of Delay should be imputed to this Province it is 
a great Satisfaction to me that no part of the censure can 


™® Abercromby to Pitt, April 28, 1758, Pitt Correspondence, Vol. I, 
p. 230. 

™ Pennsylvania Colonial Records, Vol. VIII, p. 65. 

© Tbid., p. 65. 
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justly lie at my door.”“ The House looked upon the Gov- 
ernor’s proposal as a move to secure the exemption of the 
proprietary estate and in returning the bill stated, “that the 
mode proposed by your Honor of Taxing the Proprietary 
Estate is without Precedent in our Mother Country, anti- 
constitutional, and inconsistent with the Rights of the Peo- 
ple.” General Abercromby was so greatly disturbed over the 
glaring inactivity and dilatoriness of the Pennsylvania As- 
sembly that he ordered General Forbes to Philadelphia on April 
14, to help effect an agreement between the Governor and the 
Assembly.” On two other different occasions the same bill 
was presented to the Governor for approval. When the sup- 
ply bill was presented for the last time the provision in regard 
to the taxation of the proprietary estate was totally exempted. 
However, the same provincial commissioners were indirectly 
named by reference to previous acts. The bill contained a 
clause in which the Governor was made to say that the one 
hundred thousand pounds were expended with his consent. 
The Governor was in a dilemma; he must either subscribe to 
this bill which contained a falsehood or suffer all measures 
for the safety of the colony and His Majesty’s service to fail 
and pass by an opportunity to strike a decisive blow. Rather 
than delay the preparations longer, the Governor with the 
advice of the Council approved the bill. He did this with a 
solemn protest to all the world, contrary to his conscience, and 
in violation of the truth. The supply bill had scarcely been 
voted when complaints were made that most of the one hundred 
pounds were already spent. One-half of it had been appro- 
priated to clear the arrears due to the troops, so that only a half 
remained for the present service.“ 

After the bill for raising supplies had been passed on April 
26, preparations were made for raising the men, but as General 
Forbes remarked, “everything except fresh Disputes which 


Ibid., p. 70. 

 Ibid., p. 74. 

® Abercromby to Denny, April 20, 1758, Pennsylvania Archives, Second 
Series, Harrisburg, 1890, Vol. III, p. 381. 

™ Forbes to Pitt, May 19, 1758, Letters of Forbes, p. 18. 
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arise every day, goes on very slowly . . . .”™ However, 
Governor Sharpe of Maryland wrote to Calvert that the Penn- 
sylvania officers recruited with great success and in all prob- 
ability would have their quota completed before the General 
was ready to march.” Thirteen days later he wrote that she 
had very nearly completed her quota.” Although Pennsyl- 
sylvania apparently fulfilled her quota, the quality of her 
troops was decidedly questioned by General Forbes.” His 
opinion was contradicted by that of Colonel J. Armstrong who 
reported to Denny that “notwithstanding Some few desertions, 
& other pieces of Misdemeanor, their (the new levies) be- 
haviour & Proficiency has been in a good degree Satisfactory 
to the General, & quite equal to what could be expected.’” 
Colonel Bouquet, in reporting the misfortune of Major Grant’s 
reconnoitering party against Fort Duquesne, said, “The Pro- 
vincials appear to have done well and their good men are bet- 
ter in this war than the regular troops.”” This observation 
was based upon the service rendered by the Virginians, the 
Marylanders, and the Pennsylvanians under Major Grant. 
General Forbes requested Pennsylvania to furnish fifty mounted 
light horsemen and the Assembly quickly recommended to the 
Governor that he furnish these out of the men authorized to 
be raised." But as to the quality of these troops, Major 
Halkett wrote that “The General reveiwed the Light horse 
yesterday, & tho’ he never expected that the Commissioners 
would discharge their duty to the service as they ought to 
have done, yet he could not have believed that they would 
have impos’d upon it so much as they have done, by providing 
such trash for the Light Horse, most of their accoutrements 
being rendered useless already.”” 


© Forbes to Pitt, May 1, 1758, Pitt Correspondence, Vol. I, p. 235. 

* May 14, 1758, Sharpe Correspondence, Vol. II, p. 180. 

* Tbid., p. 180. 

® See above, p. 12. 

* Armstrong to Denny, July 20, 1758, Pennsylvania Archives, Vol. 
III, p. 483. 

* Bouquet to Amherst, September 17, 1758, Letters of Forbes, p. 50. 

™ Pennsylvania Colonial Records, Vol. VIII, p. 65. 

* July 9, 1758, Pennsylvania Archives, Vol. III, p. 451. 


es 
i 
| 
\ 
# BE 
| 
4 
| 
Ae 
> 
a 
: 
i 
} 


ol. 


0. 


EXPEDITION AGAINST FORT DUQUESNE 155 


The three lower counties (Kent, Newcastle, Sussex), “always 
well behaved,” were quite loyal. The Lower County Assem 
bly granted eight thousand pounds together with twenty-three 
hundred pounds which remained unexpended from the sum 
previously raised for the King’s use.” They unanimously 
agreed to raise three companies of one hundred men each. 

General Forbes originally planned to march with his army 
from Philadelphia to Raystown and then to Fort Cumberland. 
From here he planned to follow Braddock’s old road. The 
route was later changed, so that, instead of going by way of 
Fort Cumberland, a new road leading west from Raystown to 
Fort Duquesne was followed. But no matter what route was 
taken horses, wagons, and carriages were necessary to trans- 
port supplies and it was expected that the Pennsylvanians liv- 
ing along the route would furnish them. Since the inhabi- 
tants might be somewhat backward in furnishing these, even 
though paid with cash, General Forbes felt that press warrants 
would be necessary. He advised Governor Denny that he 
should ask the Assembly to authorize their issuance.“ Upon 
the request of Governor Denny, the Assembly authorized the 
issuing of these press warrants and fixed the prices to be paid 
to the people for furnishing wagons, horses, and drivers.” 
Another request was made for the establishment of two good 
horses at Trenton Ferry, Philadelphia, New Castle, Dover, 
Lancaster, and York for the purpose of rapid communica- 
tion.” The Assembly earnestly requested the Governor to ful- 
fill this request for the horses. 

Considerable difficulty was encountered in securing the neces- 
sary number of wagons, even though the Assembly had author- 
ized the use of press warrants and fixed the prices. In one 


® Abercromby to Pitt, April 28, 1758, Pitt Correspondence, Vol. I, 
Pp. 230. 

“Forbes to Denny, March 23, 1758, Letters of Forbes, p. 10. 

“ The Statutes at Large of Pennsylvania from 1682-1801, James T. 
Mitchell and Henry Flanders, Comimissioners, Harrisburg, 1898, Vol. 
V, pp. 330-333. 

* Sir John St. Clair to Denny, April 5, 1758, Pennsylvania Colonial 
Records, Vol. VIII, p. 71. 
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instance, Edward Shippen was ordered to impress eighteen 
wagons, but only three were secured. He inquired as to how 
the justices were to proceed to cause “unthinking People, to 
Say no worse of them, to do their Duty.”"” In a moment of 
desperation, St. Clair, the Quartermaster General, wrote to 
Sharpe “For God’s sake send me as many wagons as you can 
from your Government to this Place (Carlisle) i 
General Forbes explained that the real reason for his slow 
advance was “the horrible roguery, and rascality in the Country 
people, who did not at all fulfill their Contracts and agreements, 
neither in Carriages nor Horses. For in the place of Carrying 
2000 wt. they never had above 14 or 1500, and in place of 12 
days made 20 of their Journeys by which our magazines were 
disappointed and our daily consumption at Raestown must have 
fallen upon them (the magazines) had I pushed forward the 
troops . . . . So that now my advancing will again de- 
pend upon the honesty of the inhabitants by their furnishing 
proper or improper Carriages and which I beg you will make 
known to everybody."” The inhabitants were charged 
with “furnishing the worst Horses at so critical a juncture 

. ."® Great care had been taken in contracting for a 
sullicient, number of wagons and horses to supply the daily 
consumption and to maintain a three month’s stock for emer- 
gencies. However, due to light loading and the length of time 
required for transporting these supplies, Forbes was forced to 
break in upon the stock at Raystown, the base of operations, 
while the new road was being constructed over the mountains. 
By September he was in great distress for want of provisions. 
Under these circumstances, he requested Governor Denny to 
secure a sufficient number of wagons to transport more pro- 
visions to Raysstown.™ Unless this was done, the expedition 
could not go forward nor could the ground gained be main- 


* Shippen to R. Peters, June 3, 1758, Pennsylvania Archives, Vol. III, 
p. 71. 

* June 22, 1758, Sharpe Correspondence, Vol. II, p. 200. 

"Forbes to R. Peters, August 28, 1758, Letters of Forbes, p. 31. 

® Forbes to Pitt, September 6, 1758, Letters of Forbes, p. 36. 

™ Forbes to Denny, September 9, 1758, Letters of Forbes, p. 39. 
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tained. The Quartermaster General was sent to Philadel- 
phia to explain fully the situation of the army. Forbes 
wrote that “I should be sorry to employ him in executing 
any Violent Measures, which the Exigency of Affairs I am 
in at present must Compel me to do, if I am not relieved 
by a Speedy Law for the Providing the Army with Carriages, 
or a general Concurrence of Magistrates and People of power 
in those Provinces in assisting, to their utmost, to provide the 
y Same, and that with the greatest Diligence.” He also wrote 
bs to several members of the Assembly to secure their assistance 
5 in securing carriages. 

4 The situation was presented to the Assembly by Governor 
e Denny who urged serious consideration of the request. The 


@r O moO 


Assembly voted that those who furnished horses and wagons 
should receive twenty-two shillings per hundred pounds for 
hauling provisions from Lancaster to Raystown.™ Each 
4 wagon was to carry at least fourteen hundred pounds, plus 
: the straw and hay for the horses. Thirty bushels of oats might 
1 be carried at the owner’s cost, but they should not be counted 


as part of the load. So many complaints had been made of 
the scarcity of forage, which had not been properly provided . 
by Sir John St. Clair, that the drivers were now allowed to 
‘ provide their own forage for the trip. Furthermore, the 
. Assembly provided that those who entered into contracts to 
) carry provisions to Raystown should perform the service and 
not desert under a penalty of twenty pounds. On the six- 
teenth of October, Forbes, writing from Raystown to Richard 
Peters, inquired, “what absurd mortall made your Assembly 
' settle the price of transporting provisions this length and no 
a further—This length the Waggons do come & finer horses 
and Waggons I never saw, each bringing at least 2000 Weight 
with ease, but one foot further they will not move, so I am 
drove to the necessity of persuading them to move forward 


 Tbid., p. 39. 

Ibid., p. 39-40. 

* Pennsylvania Statutes at Large, Vol. V, p. 372. 

* Forbes to Sharpe, September 3, 1758; Forbes to Denny, September 
9, 1758, Letters of Forbes, pp. 35, 39. 
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in the military way, but still paying them in proportion, or 
leaving the price to their Assembly . .. .” Even 
though sufficient provisions were finally taken to Raystown 
and the expedition was no longer delayed, Forbes entertained 
no friendly feeling for Pennsylvania. In September, when a 
spirit of jealousy had appeared concerning the province from 
whence army supplies should be obtained, he said, “I believe 
neither you (Colonel Bouquet) nor I value one farthing where 
we get provisions from provided we are supplied, or Interest 
ourselves either with Virginia or Pennsylvania, which last I 
hope will be damn’d for their treatment of us with the wag- 
gons, and every other thing where they could profit by us 
from their impositions, altho at the risque of our perdition.””"” 

By the middle of October the clay roads were absolutely 
impassible for the artillery and wagons due to an unusual 
rainy season. Consequently, Forbes contemplated abandoning 
operations for the winter. He desired to send the twelve hun- 
dred troops of the King with him back into the inhabited parts 
to recruit and fit themselves out for the spring advance. In 
order to hold the advanced posts during the winter, Forbes 
proposed proposed to use provincial troops for garrison duty.” 
Pennsylvania was called upon to provide men and money for 
this purpose.” General Forbes, pessimistic as usual, expected 
little aid from any of the colonies. He wrote, “I dread the 
dilatory procedure of their Assembly’s will not answer my per- 
emptory Demands of their Aid, at this perplexing juncture 
for me.’””” Governor Denny presented this last request, but the 
Assembly was of the opinion that the burden would be too 
heavy and that Forbes could not reasonably expect them to bear 


*° Forbes to Richard Peters, October 16, 1758, Letters of Forbes, p. 59. 

% Forbes to Bouquet, September 17, 1758, Hulbert, A. B., Historic 
Highways of America, Cleveland, 1903, Vol. V, p. 137. 

** Forbes to Denny, October 22, 1758, Letters of Forbes, pp. 62-63. 
(The posts to be garrisoned were: Loyal Hannon, Ray’s Town, Fort 
Cumberland, Fort Frederick, Juaniata, Littleton, Loudoun, Shippens- 
burgh, and Carlisle.) 

*” Forbes to Denny, October 22, 1758, Pennsylvania Colonial Records, 
Vol. VIII, p. 224. 

™ Forbes to Pitt, October 20, 1758, Pitt Correspondence, Vol. I, p. 373. 
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this additional burden.” Furthermore, these were distant posts 
and should be garrisoned by the King’s troops as in other colo- 
nies and the Assembly did not comply with the request. How- 
ever, Forbes was finally able to go forward and take Fort 
Duquesne on November 25. When the news of its capture 
reached the Quaker capital, the Council ordred that December 
28, ba set apart for a day of general thanksgiving.” 


Although the “high mark of colonial co-operation” was 
reached in the American campaign of 1758, the action of the 
southern colonies, in general, was not very satisfactory. The 
support which Pennsylvania and Maryland gave to the Forbes 
expedition was by no means commendable. As a matter of 
fact, these two wealthy proprietary colonies were the least 
public spirited of the southern group. Pennsylvania readily 
voted to augment her forces, but the bitter controversy over 
the mode of taxing the proprietary estate prevented immediate 
recruiting an dseriously delayed other military preparations. 
She was not unpatriotic, like Maryland, yet she was reluctant 
at times to comply with the various requests for aid. The 
Pennsylvania Assembly lacked that spirit of co-operation which 
always pervaded the proceedings of the Virginia House of 
Burgesses. Neither was there a true manifestation of this 
spirit among the Pennsylvanians who were called upon to 
furnish wagons and horses at so critical a period. 


The expedition against Fort Duquesne clearly illustrates 
some of the weaknesses of the old requisition system. Innum- 
erable difficulties interfered with its success. Each colony 
was jealous of the others and hesitated to vote any aid until it 
saw what action the others would take. This naturally resulted 
in delays and hindered the departure of the expedition. Even 
though a certain number of men were voted, the Commander- 
in-Chief was never sure how many troops would actually ap- 
pear from any one colony. The political disputes in the pro- 
prietary colonies were a constant source of worry and anxiety 
to the Commander-in-Chief. A great deal of his time and 


™ Pennsylvania Colonial Records, Vol. VIII, p. 229. 
Ibid., p. 235. 
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effort was spent trying to reconcile hostile elements in order 
that some action might be taken. Despite these handicaps, 
Forbes managed to take possession of Fort Duquesne on No- 
vember 25, and once again the key to the Ohio valley was in 
the hands of the British government. 
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DIARY OF WILLIAM BEVERLEY OF 
“BLANDFIELD” DURING A VISIT 
TO ENGLAND, 1750 


Copied by R. Carter Beverley from original found at Blandfield. 
(See Notes in Jan., 1928, Magazine) 


Virg* June 27, 1750 

I WB. with my wife, son Robert & daughter Anna, Robt 
Munford & W. H. Fx [Fairfax], left Blandfield in Essex 
Cty, in Comp* M W Fitzhugh & my Daut* Ursula his wife 
& their children, bidding adieu to sev” of friends then we 
went to M* Mills’s in Tap* 

28. We all together w® W. Fitzhugh my son in Law, left 
Tapp* biding adieu to my 2 dear daughters Eliz* Mills & 
Urs* Fitzhugh we went to Wilays ordinary & dined having had 
a shower of Rain (so we kept down to Mrs. Thacker’s where 
after a little stay W. F. & myself leaving my wife & children 
then went to Mr Chr Robinsons where we met good friend 
& relat’n Jn* Robinson Esq & an hearty welcome 

29. I began to write Instructions for my Attr* till I was 
tired & then we with J. R. Esq? speaker Chr Robinson Esq" 
with Pet. Robinson went on invitation to dine with Ralph 
Wormley Esq at Urbanna & hoping to see Capt Tho Ward of 
the Radbourn of Liverpool, here Mr. Mills & Mr James Gray 
met us, at night we ret* to Mr Ch" Robinsons. 

30. I finish’d my Inftructions for my attorneys & deliver’d 
them to John Robinson Esq’ one of them & sent for my wife 
to come down to dine with M* Wormeley where went Cap 
Ward & we concluded to sail early y* next morning, in y* 
evening I gave y* Gent who did me y* Hon to visit me 
entert™ at Alex Fraziers in y* evening & my wife myself & 
children lodged at Mt Wormleys. 
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July 1. The wind was favourable tho but little of it. Y° 
shipp weigh’d anchor very early & Capt Ward hurried us on 
board so q* I had not time to Stay for the Speakers coming 
to take my laft leave of him, we quickly got on board, but y* 
wind & tide failing us we anchor’d at 12 agt Cole Churchills, 
the Capt & I went on shore to his house in y* evening they 
sent for my wife & children & we all laid there all night, here 
Cole Berkeleys young daughter broke her arm 

2d We went away about sunrise & got on board y* ships 
being under said with a small westerly breese got into y* bay 
& anch’d agt Gwyns Isl¢. 

3. light breeses till 4 oclock then we had a squal for 4% 
hour with wind & rain then got into Mobjack bay & anch* 


4. a light breese till y* afternoon a strong gale, got into 
Linhaven bay haul’d close & left ys Cape Henry abt sunsett 
& kept to sea y* Molly being abt 2 leagues an head of us. 

5. Raining & then fair y* Molly about 2 or 3 leagues a stern 
light winds, y* Cape at noon abt 50 miles a stern. 

Saturday Augt y° 4 we made y* coast of Ireland call’d. 

Tuesday Augt 7. We being beyond Beamorris in Wales. 
y* weather being foggy, with a strong head wind we turned 
back & put in at Beaumorris harbour & came to an anchor 
& only in y* morning & then went on shoar with y* Capt to 
y* Town, & after we had refresh’d our selves we walk to view 
L* Buckleys gardens, y* scituation of y* house was pleasant 
& romantic. We stayed in y* Town all night. 

Wednesday Augt 8 We weighed anchor & got safely to 
anchor in Liverpool river & in y* evening went on shoar to 
Liverpool in health & safety, praised be God. 

Friday y* 17 of Augt 1750 

Capt Tho Ward, M: Richard Blundell & myself left Liver- 
pool in order for my seeking out a fit place for to settle my 
family in & to put my son, R Munford & W H F*x to school, 
Capt Ward was so kind as to lend me his horse. We dined at 
Prescot at y* 3 legs of Man nigh y* Church & in y* eveng got 
to Warrington & took up our lodg’ at - 
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18. Din’d at Manchester at y* & in y* even’g 
got to y» ————— in Rochdale 
19. Croft Blackstone Edge, went to Morning service in 
Rippondale —-———- din’d at ys —-————- in Eland went to 
evening service & then got to Wakefield at y* Sign of ys 
& sent for Mt W™ Shaw who married y* sister of 
Richt Ambler of Virg* Esqt to whom I deliver’d his bro* 
Ambler’s lere & y* 6 guineas, he sent him, soon after I 
had y* pleasure of ys Comp* of Cole W= Fx who came from 
York to meet me, Mr Amblers 2 sons & Capt John Smith of 
Mid™ son who all stayed with us till bed time. 


20. We went after breakfast to M* Shaws & thence we 
with Mr Fx & y* Virginians walked to ys Academy at Heath 
w is an exceedinf pleast place here we saw Col* Lees 2 sons 
We in comp* with M: Randall viewed y° village & all y* schools, 
he entertained us with a glass of wine. I should have liked to 
have settled here but there was no house to be let within y* 
Town or village We went back to Wakefield & after dinner, 
we in comp* with Cole Fx & M* Rich* Lee went to Leeds to 
see the cloath market & lodged at y* Sign of y* 


21. We saw y* Cloath market where all things were con- 
ducted with great silence all bargaines being made by whis- 
pering & then we left ys Town & stop’d awhile at one Worth- 
ington at Toulson an estate belonging to Henry Fx Esq" bro 
to y* Cole & eat some Ham & had good ale. M** Worthington 
told me that she knew Cole Fairfax & remembered him very 
well & that he was y* son of Henry Fairfax Esq" who had lived 
at & own’d Toulson & yt y* present owner Henry was y* bro* 
of y* Cole. After we were refreshd we jogged on to Tadcaster 
& dined at y* sign of ys ————— & then kept on & call’d 


y* York raceground where we saw y°* race & then went to York 
& had private Lodgings, y* Cole & [ lay’d at —-——— a Apoth- 
orcarwys & suppd at y° sign of y* Fountain. Capt Ward & 
M: Blundell lay at one 

22. We view y* Cathedral, & saw Cole Fx & brow ————— 
went to see M™ Porteus our Country woman, Eat at y* Foun- 
tain, went to a play, this day M* Blundell went to y* races. 
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23. I had a good deal of [talk] with Hen. Fx Esq™ who 
own’d to me yt Col Fx was his bro". after breakfast, we 2 with 
our 2 sons left York & dined at —-——— & in the evening got 
to Beverley at y* sign of ys —————— & sent for y* Rev‘ 
Mr: Clark master of y* school at Bev: to sup with us, & he was 
so good as to come to us, he has y* character of a very worthy 
gent". We had a good deal of discourse abt y* school. 


24. Mr Clark joined us & having Enquired about what 
houses were to be let we view Col’ Moysers house & gardens, 
but y* house was strippd of y* chimney pieces grates & all 
but y* outer locks, y* house being too large & y* rent too high, 
we view a large old house &c belonging to 2 young ladies y* 
daughters of y* late Capt Appleyard, when one of y* young 
Ladies met us & took 3 or 4 hours to consult their friend 
abt y* Rent, & then walkt to M* Clark & to St John Hothams 
fine houfe when M* Clark left us to go to York. Abt 3 y° 
other mifs appleyard came to me at y* inn & I took time to 
consider if I should accept of y* terms & sometime after we 
mounted our horses & stoppd at y* ho: y* sd young ladies 
lodg’d at but could not agree abt y* rent. We went to Hull 
at y* sign of y:. ————— by y* market place, & in y* sd market 
place Capt Wards mare fell down on his broad side with him 
but I thank God he rec’d but little dammage, after we had 
settled our In* Capt Ward took to y* houfe of M* Mold a 
very civil worthy mercht where we drank a, bottle of wine, & 
went to our inn where we found Col* Fx’s sister & her hus- 
band Mt ————— a Land waiter. 

25. Misty. I delivered a Letter of Credit Mt Edw‘ Athaws 
sent me to Mefs™ Fairbourne & Travers to M* Travers, M* 
Fairbourne not being at home. 

26. We left Cole Fx & X* [crossed] ys Humber. break- 
fasted at —————- dined at y* sign of ————— in Briggs and 
got to y* sign of ————— in Lincoln. 

27. Viewed y* Minster —— dined at ————— in Newark 
& lay at Nottingham 

28. Went to Derby 
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29. Went to Ashburn in Derbyshire where I by Capt Ward 
got acquainted with M* Geo. Cotton a worthy good natured 
Tobe mfr & his Thomas. 

30. Went to Matlock bath, dined there, it is pretty romantic 
place & then to Edensor by Chatsworth & lodged hter at y* 
sign of 

31. Viewed Chatsworth a noble house & dined at Edensor 
& went to Buxton bath where my Companions bath’d 2° at 
night & also in y* morning—there was much Company. 

31** Went to y® sign of in where we 
dined & then to y* sign of ys ————__. 

Sept 2. We got to Warrington to Breakfast & went to 
Church in y* afternoon, this day it rained hard, being only 
rain worth notice since we left Liverpool, here M* Geo. Cotton 
met us as he had before promised us to go to Liverpool. We 
lay at y* Sign of ys 

3d. Got to Liverpool in Good health & found my family 
pretty well 


Praised be God. 


No. miles travelld in this Journey —-——— about 
measured miles 

Expenses of this Journey £ 

Sept" 4, 1750. Delivered W™ Rufsells oar WR & mine WB 
to Mt George Cotton who promised to get it used for me in 
Derbyshire & send me an account of them to Beverley. Mine 
he thinks is good but that there is but little in Rufsells. 


Wrote Letters in Sept? 1750 by Cap* Garnetts Snow Rapp* 
to foll. psons. 


The President Jn° Robinson Esq? 
Mills & Ux" Fitzhugh & ux 
Cole R. Bland Cole Theo. Bland 
Mr Curry & ux" Maj Tunstall 
John Brown W. Waller 

My Sister Lee Henry Lee 


Harry Beverley Cole Turner 
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Cole Lomax M: Ambler 
Jne Smith M: R. Barnes 
My Attorneys W= Sears 
Jne Livingston j' Mills 
Cole Jn° Lee 


Sept" 10, 1750—Fair. We left Liverpool in an hired Lan- 
dau belonging to M* Jackson of Warrington, from whence 
Capt Ward & Maj: Daingerfield & dined at y* Red Lion of 
Ashton. Exps 11 /. 11 miles computed. 

11. We took our leaves of Capt Ward & M* Daingerfield 
& went to Littlebro: at y* foot of Blackstone Edge where we 
dined with M* Tarlton of Livetp & M* Legh of Cawson 4 / 
exp". Went to Brig houfe where we lay at y* sign of y* black 
swan by y* bridge. 10 /. 

12. We dined at sign of Mason(?) Leeds Exps 6 / 6 & 
lodged in Tadcaster at y* house by y* Crofs 10 / 

13. We went to York I visited Mrs Porteus, She her Daur 
& son w® Mrs. Jenings came with me to see my wife & Mr’ 
Jenings & M* Porteus dined w® us 11 /. Went & lodged at 
y* bla swan in Market Wightor(?) Exp 5 / 6. Here was to 
be a fair next day & very many. here our lodging but very 
indiff*. 

14. Got to y* Bul in Beverley at 8 in y* morning—paid 
coach hire £ 13-10.- & gave y* Coachman 3 / now & 5 / some 
days before. In y* Evening Visited M* Clark & drank Tea. 

15. fair. Dined at y* Inn & drank Tea at M* Clarks & 
Mr: Clark supped at the Bull with us. 

16 fair. We went to Minster Church dined at y* Bull, went 
to y* other Church & suppd at M* Clarks, with y* Rev™ Doct? 
Johnson & Lady & y* Rev™* M Johnson their son. 

18. Rain’d. My wife went to Hull, I deliver’d M* Ste- 
venson’s Ire to Mt Moffitt who is a very civil gent & offered me 
what money I wanted & to serve me in all he could, but as I 
had a Ler of Credit from M* Athawes on Mess Fairbourne 
& Traverse I 1** waited on them who receiv’d me very civilly 
& told me I might have what money I wanted but when I 
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ment? £100 or guineas they told me they had not more than 
20 odd guineas at laft they agreed I might have fifty, but | 
imagining they doubted me, and knowing I should want more . 
to buy household goods I told them it would look odd for 
me yt was a stranger to every body to go to buy goods with- 
out money in my pocket, & desired I might have M* Athawes 
Letter of Ct again which they gave me & I told them M: W= 
Moffitt would let me have what I wanted, M* Fairbourne 
said that would be as well. When I had got Athawes Letter 
I left them & went to M* Wollfitt & showed him sd Letter & 
askt for but £50, which he let me have & I gave him a bill 
on Mr Ch Smyth of London for £50 on sight. I then went 
to y* blacbull( ?) & Swan where I had left my wife & found 
her with my cou: Phobe Beverley & ys Rev‘ M* Johnson be- 
spoke beefstakes. Went to sev' Shops bout some trifles & 
bespoke a mahog: chest of Drawers £ 4 price & 12 chairs. . e 
dined & went to y* wide Beverleys where M* Clapham & his = 
wife boards. She is y* Sister of Cole Fx. She joined us we 
went to my cousin Ramseys to see her mother drank tea there 
went from shop to shop & in y* evening ret* to y* Bull. 
20. Betty Blackstone our chambermaid came in y* evening . 
to our services at £ 3 # year 2 / 6 Entrance . 
21. I receiv’d of Mt ————— Spencer 1 chaldron of coals | 
at 18 / 
25. Went to Hull & bot some things & ret’d sick & found 
a Lre for M* Backhoufe inclosing Lres from y* Speaker & 
Bev. Whitinge 


29. Wrote to my fr* in Virg* as— 
Jn° Robinson Esq’ 
Bever: Whitinge 
Mills & ux" 
Chr Robinson 
Robt Rose 
Fitzhugh & ux" 


A Journey to London in Comp* w® Col? W= Fx & Majr | i 
Jne Carlyle. 
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Oct" 1, 1750. We left Beverley & went to Hull where we 
hired a post chaise of Mt Thompson at £ 5. 10. for our Journey. 

2. fair. We got over to Narton(?) after dinner & lay 
at Brig at y* Angell 

3. fair. We dined at y* White Hart in Lincoln & lay at 
Ancaster. 

4. fair. dined at Stamford & lay at Stilton 

5. fair. dined at X keys in St Noah & lay at Dalden 


6. fair. dined at checkerboard in Hatfield & lay at ys 
Red Lion Grays Inn Lane. 

8. took our Lodging at Mifs Buckridge’s in Bonds Court 
Walbrook at 5 / p week. 

Oct". Mr Dinwiddie in y* Exisa deliv’d me a Letter from 
Mr Sect” of y* board of trade to know if I intended to return 
to Virg* if I did not in a short time yt y* board must recom* 
another Gent" to be a Virg* Councillor in my room & a little 
after S' W™ Gooch made me sit down on a bench & asked me 
if I had rect y* Letter & denied he had made interest agt my 
appointmt & pretended to be very kind to me. 


I went to Cole Fx at M* Ralph Nadon’s to consult him what 
answer to give & met w* Maj" Fx & showed him my Lre. he 
invited Cole Fx & I to dinner & when there he readily under- 
stood y* mannagement of my affair & went abt it yt night & 
next day. 

Oct" 23. Early y* morning I rec’d a card from M* Nadon 
for me to wait on Maj Fx at 11 I waited on him & we went 
to y* board of trade where Col* Fx met us, M* Farra one of yt 
board told us yt S* W™ Gooch was y* occasion of this trouble. 
When y* board met Maj Fx & I was called in & L* Hallifax 
for y* board required I should be in Virg* before Oct" next 
w I agreed to & were disch’d but were call’d back & told we 
were to go y* Sec'”* office which we did & had it entered there 
& then we all dined at Maj Fx’s house which is beautiful & 
had a kind entertainment & he carried us to y* play house 
Covent Garden & where yt Conscious Lovers was acted & then 
ret‘ to our sev' lodgings. 
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My Return to Beverley 
Show’d. 
Oct 25. Mr Carlile & I hired a post chaise & Capt Little- 
gate rode his horse at 11 we left London & dined at y* Chequers 
in Hatfield & lay at Stownadge. 


26. breakfasted at Bigglesw™ dined at Bugdon & lay at 
Stilton. 

27. breakfasted at Stamford, dined at Coltsworth & lay 
at Ancaster. 

28. breakfasted at Lincoln dined at Brig & lay at Barton 
ferry. 

29. Crofsed to Hull & went home to Beverley & found 
all well 

Praised be God 

Exp* 


LETTER FROM A RELATION, FROM ORIGINAL AT BLANDFIELD 


Norwich Sep’ 16, 1751 
Sr/ 

My Cousin Phebe Beverley hath done me the favour to 
Acquaint me of you, and Your Lady and Your Son and one of 
Your Daughters, Arriving in England and Residing at Wake- 
field. 

Reflecting on the Dangers that are Likely to Arise, in cross- 
ing such an Extent of Sea, It gives me the greatest Pleasure 
too hear, that You, and so an Inestimable a part of Your 
Family are arrived Safe. 

I Beg Leave Sr to Joyn to me, my Wife, and three Little 
Boys (the eldest turned Six) in Saluting, and Wishing Health, 
and Happiness, to You and to Your Lady, to Master Beverley, 
to Miss, that is with You; And to the other part of Your 
Family, you left behind; Allso to Subscribe my Selfe; 


Sr Your Affectionate Cousin 
And most Humble Servant 
William Beverley 
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KENNON LETTERS 
(Continued from XXXV, 292) 


Mrs. E. B. KENNON To RACHEL MorDECAI 


Richmond Jany. roth 1814 


In every situation of life my much beloved Rachel; the par- 
ticipation of a friend is delightful; in sorrow it comforts; in 
joy increases our pleasure; and your congratulations on the 
safe return, of my long absent beloved sailor boy, my son, my 
dear Beverley; I know comes warm from your affectionate 
heart, and with the same feelings do I receive them; and shall 
cherish in mine with all the warmth of friendship, a remem- 
brance of what you have written. How different my dear 
girl, do the heartfelt effusions of one who really feels, as we 
feel; sound, and effect us from the speeches of those, who 
merely wish you joy on any event, as a thing they ought to do, 
as a piece of etiquette, and scarcely are interested enough to 
listen to your thanks for their politeness. I have long thought 
my Rachel that our ideas were the same on many subjects; 
but never was I so fully convinced of their unison as when I 
perused your last epistle; for how often have I felt exactly 
as you describe; indeed I do at this moment; for the favours, 
mercies, and blessings I have received from the most High, 
are so numerous, and so valuable; that a whole life spent in 
gratitude, and an undeviting course of virtuous exertions, and 
thankfulness; could alone make me deserve; and instead of 
that, what a poor frail creature I am; continually blaming my 
own want of energy, in not persuing the course conscience 
points out; and always determining to do right; but seldom 
persevering in my resolutions ; but the Patient Heavenly Parent, 
who knows my weakness ; will I hope pardon my errors. 
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When all thy mercies, O my God my grateful soul surveys; 

Transported with the thought; I am lost, in wonder love and 
praise, 

O how shall words with equal warmth the gratitude declare? 

That glows within my thankful heart but thou canst read it 
there. 

Through every period of my life thy goodness I’ll pursue; 

And after death, in distant worlds the glorious theme renew. 

Through all eternity ; to thee a joyful song I'll raise; 

For Oh, eternitys too short, to utter all thy praise. 


You ask, when I shall be rewarded by a sight of my son, I 
am already blest more than I merit by Rachel, by knowing he 
is safe in port, and not now exposed to the dangers, and hard- 
ships of a winter cruise. I have done nothing to deserve a 
reward ; or to entitle me to the felicity of once more pressing 
to my bosom the beloved of my heart; but I trust that the all 
bountiful giver of good, will grant me that happiness in his 
own blessed time; and juntil then, I will wait with patient 
resignation his divine will. Portsmouth in New Hampshire 
is so far from this, that I do not imagine he will have time to 
visit me before the Congress again spreads her white bosom to 
the gale. If he should my dear girl, you know how happy I 
should be, without my describing my sensations. How strange- 
ly my Rachel do circumstances alter our feelings, once I should 
have considered the distance which now separates my dearly 
loved boy from me, most dreadful and should not have borne 
the idea; but now I am delighted to have him so near me, and 
thanks arise from my soul, when I think that he is safely 
moored in a good harbour; tho’ far, very far from me; how- 
ever, I have the satisfaction of epistolary intercourse and that 
is agreeable in the extreme; the dear attentive fellow, has sent 
me a long letter containing a journal of his voyage; it is very 
entertaining and you may be certain interesting to me. I have 
written a great deal about one of my Tars; I will now tell 
you, that the other my no less valued George, is still in Nor- 
folk; where I flatter myself he will continue until spring; as 
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the Constellation is still pent up there by his Britanic Majesties 
Thunderers; and I hope the Capn. will not attempt to get 
out, while he has so many difficulties to encounter; my Es- 
culapius intreats me in his jesting way not to make myself 
uneasy on his account; for he says it shall be a cunning ball 
that will find him; for he hopes, he knows his duty better 
than to leave the cockpit. Heaven preserve him, and his brother 
at all times, and seasons ; and in every situation in which they 
may be; and bring them through without their sustaining any 
injury, is my most hearty, and humble prayer. Your friend 
Sally is made as happy as it is possible to be in this world; 
by the arrival of her beloved, and almost idolized Husband; 
she does not appear to do as | am too apt; mar the pleasures 
of the meeting by painful anticipations of again parting; no, 
she enjoys her present happiness with her whole heart; and 
thinks I suppose, sufficient unto the day &c; her fond partner 
follows her example, and is delighted with his wife and chil- 
dren; and thinks not of tomorrow. Two sides of the sheet 
are full my dear girl; and I have not told you how surprised 
and delighted I was to meet Ellen in the Metropolis; how 
pleased I am with getting acquainted at last with your friends; 
how I wish our sentiments of each may be reciprocal, for then 
my vanity will be gratified for I can with truth assure you, I 
felt myself drawn towards them with an irresistable impulse ; 
and that there are but few of the familys in Richmond, with 
whom I feel such an inclination to be intimate; Sally also is 
of my way of thinking; and joins me in saying, if we were 
to live in this town, it should not be our faults if our familys 
were not frequently together. But my Rachel among these 
agreeables, alas, alas, my valued Sam was not here, which 
was a terrible damper of my pleasure, for the prospect of 
seeing him was one of the sources of happiness I had antici- 
pated, when I should reach this place; but he was gone again 
in search of that tormenter money; and to procure it, he once 
more tempts the turbulent Main, well, may success attend 
him wherever he goes; and may the same gracious Power, 
who has hitherto preserved him and my two dear boys; con- 
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tinue his merciful care, and protect them all from every ill; 
and restore them to their friends and country, after they have 
by their exertions, and Omnipotent assistance; gained enough 
of that fascinating metal, to enable them to continue on shore 
in comfort, peace, and content; and surrounded by those most 
dear to them, tell the wonders they have witnessed. Who 
knows my Rachel, but what the felicity is still in store for 
us, to sit together and listen to the tales of our much loved 
wanderers; then will a sympathetic cast of the eye at each 
other, convince us without our expressing it; “That thought 
meets thought, e’re from the lips it part”; and that the same 
delightful emotions possess each heart. Ah, my dear, could I 
only be certain such happiness awaited us tho’ distant; how 
would I bear up through my difficulties of every kind; but 
thoughtless and ungrateful as I am, what better can I have 
for certain hope, and confidence; than a reflection on the 
goodness, mercy, wisdom, and beneficence of our all bountiful 
Creator; whose wonderful power, and gracious aid, and pre- 
serving care; those highly prized, and beloved objects have so 
frequently experienced. My beloved George has not yet en- 
countered the dangers of a stormy ocean; but how many years 
has his weak frame been worn down by sickness and yet, In- 
finite goodness has enabled him to keep afloat; and will I con- 
fidently trust ; strengthen him to struggle through his disorder ; 
and by enhaling the renovating sea air, he may become I hope 
a healthy if not a hardy son of the waves. He is I hear a 
great favourite of his poor invalid Commander; who says 
he should consider it a misfortune to part with him; most sin- 
cerely do I wish he could cure him; for his case is dreadful. 
I expect to leave this city in a few days; and bend my course 
to that town, which was once the seat of Royal rule; but now 
that of Republican hospitality; where learning of old reigned 
supreme‘ over all other Seminaries in the old Dominion; but 
where now scarcely a student can be seen gliding by that build- 


“The general catalogue of William and Mary (published 1871) which 
is frequently incorrect and imperfect, gives the names of 16 students 
at the session of 1812-13, and of 31 in 1813-14. 
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ing, which heretofore rung with the voices of the scholars; 
alas, how fallen is that once proud edifice. I declare to you 
it makes me moralize when I look at it and consider, the in- 
stability of all earthly grandure; for when Botetourt was our 
Governor the prosperity of the College was his chief care; 
then it flourished ; and turned out the greatest men our country 
ever produced ; but when he took that journey from which no 
traveller returns; the Sun which had shone on William and 
Mary set, never to rise with resplendence again; his body lies 
= under the Chapel, and his Statue graces the yard; but they 
want the spark which animated him. I have digressed so far 
without observing, that I hardly had a place to sign the name 
of yours 


E. B. Kennon. 
Miss Rachei Mordecai, 
Warrenton, 
North Carolina. 
Mail. 
(‘To be continued) 
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DIARY OF JOHN EARLY, BISHOP OF THE 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
SOUTH 


A Copy from the Unpublished Manuscript, Contributed by 
E. J. Rives Childs, Lynchburg, Va. 


(Continued from XXXV, 286) 


Thursday 18th, to the Old Barn, 15 miles. I was very weak 
in body but preached a short sermon to my waiting brethren 
and we had a happy hoving time among Christians. I went to 
Mr. R. Fletcher’s wher I saw Bro. Morton. 

Friday, to Bro. Gunn’s and unwell. 

Saturday 20th, to Ferguson’s, 8 miles, preached and helped to 
turn a drunk out of Society. Went to Bro. Clabourne’s, 3 miles. 

Sunday 21st, to Round Hill, 7 miles, and preached on “Is 
there no balm in Gilead?” and we had a good time with pro- 
fessors and I went to Bro. Kinchin Peterson’s, 9 miles. 

Monday 22nd. I spent most of the day examining Buch- 
anan’s researches in Asia. Surely he was an enterprising man 
and one with concern for Zion’s prosperity. 

Tuesday 23rd. In the morning I went to Hicks’ Ford (where 
I heard of) the declaration of war with England. I returned 
to Bethel, 14 miles, and preached with life and power and we 
had a very solemn time in the congregation and a gracious time 
in the class meeting. I returned to K. Peterson’s, 3 miles. In 
the afternoon Joshua Clark and his wife came where I was. 
She had just gotten converted at home and came shouting and 
he, a crying. We sang and exhorted him and that night he 
professed to be converted and we had a great weeping among 
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Wednesday 24th. I rode through a hard rain to Concord, 12 
miles, and preached to a few. 

Thursday 25th, Smith’s Church, 12 miles, and preached to a 
few, and we had a shaking in the congregation. Rode to Bro. 
Whitaker’s, 11 miles, and was kindly received. 

Friday 26th, to Rehoboth. I preached, met the class and had 
a glorious time in close meeting. Went that night to old Mr. 
Ames’, 10 miles. 

Saturday 27th, to Moore’s (Moon’s?). Preached on “Blow 
ye the trumpet in Zion”. I felt the spirit of the Lord was upon 
me and we had a shouting time in public and private. I went 
to Bro. Barrett’s, 4 miles. 

Sunday 28th, to Lebanon, 7 miles, and preached on “My 
sheep, hear my voice” and had a gracious time and was much 
overcome with heat and went to meet the class but could not 
finish because of the heat. I went to Bro. Peebles’, 3 miles. 

Tuesday 30th, to Spanish Oak, 7 miles, and preached to a 
few and I trust good was done and hope for better times. That 
evening I visited Bro. C. Harrison, who had been long afflicted 
and confined. I sang and prayed and left him contemplating 
the glories of heaven and went to Bro. William Mason’s, 5 
miles, where I finished writing this volume. Oh that I may 
end my days in peace and triumph. 

Wednesday, July 1st, 1812 (Greensville Circuit). To Olive 
Branch from Bro. William Mason’s (who had recently moved 
into his new house). A number of people attended to whom I 
preached and had a melting time in public and then in class 
meeting. Stayed at Bro. Dromgoole’s. 

Thursday 2nd, to Wright’s, 8 miles. A small audience and a 
happy meeting. Glory to God in the highest. 

Friday 3rd, to Roanoke Chapel. Here my spirits were much 
elated and revived by seeing several of my old friends from 
Caswell and receiving letters from others. I preached and we 
had a powerful time. Bro. Fitts and myself stayed at old Mr. 
Roberson’s. 

Saturday 4th of July and 36th of American Independence. 
To Baugh’s, 6 miles. I had liberty in preaching and an awful 
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time in the congregation but I fear that our congregation there 
was made up of wayside and stony ground hearers. I went that 
evening to see Capt. Thrower’s daughter, Catherine, who was 
expected to die with some lingering disease. 

Sunday, to Calvary, 15 miles. A vast crowd of people at- 
tended to whom I preached on “My sheep, hear my voice”. 
We had a weeping solemn time but half the people had to stay 
out of doors and I was almost overcome with heat and Bro. 
Holmes and myself went to Bro. McGowan’s. 


Monday 6th, to the new meeting house near Bro. Williams’. 
A number attended to whom I preached on David’s charge to 
Solomon. We had a tender and a great time. I named their 
meeting house SARDIS because there had been a few homes 
in the neighborhood ever since Methodism had been planted 
there “who had not defiled their garments”. 


Tuesday 7th, to Salem, 6 miles. A large week day congre- 
gation attended to whom I preached with liberty on the 22nd 
verse of the 8th chapter of Jeremiah and we had a great time 
among saints and sinners and I felt that God would do great 
things there that year, yea more great than the year before. 
The prejudices of the people against the work were greatly 
abated and several joined the church. 


Wednesday 8th, to South Hill, 4 miles. I had common lib- 
erty in preaching but was interrupted by a shower of rain. 
However, we had a precious time and good was no doubt 
done. Several joined Society, some of whom I trust will be 
good members of Society. Stayed at Bro. N’s. 


Thursday 9th, to Oslin’s, 4 miles. After I had preached 
many were much affected and some came down to be prayed 
for and I think much good was done. A subscription was 
started with which to build a Methodist meeting house near 
that place. I went to Mrs. Booth’s, 8 miles. 


Friday roth, to Canaan, 3 miles. I spoke on “By whom 
shall Jacob arise for he is small.” Some shouted and cried 
for mercy. Several joined the church, say 5 or 6. Oh for 
better times. Called by old Mr. Collins, a Baptist, and got 
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dinner, and against great solicitations I went to Bro. William 
Griggs, 8 miles. 

Saturday 11th. A clever congregation attended at Bro. Wil- 
liam Griggs to whom I preached and was encouraged with the 
prospect of gracious times in that Calvinistic and barren neigh- 
borhood. I went to Bro. C. Thrower’s, 8 miles, and found his 
afflicted daughter, Catherine, near the verge of great eternity 
and ready and willing to change worlds. Surely Bro. Thrower 
may with propriety say, “I am the man that hath seen afflic- 
tions.” 

Sunday 12th. A large congregation attended to whom I 
preached on “Curse ye Meroz” and we had a solemn time in the 
congregation but I was quite hoarse and unwell. I had sev- 
eral disagreeable (incidents) in the turning of strangers out 
of class meeting, and three of our members there were accused 
of immoral conduct and upon the whole it was among the 
unhappy days of m yministry. Oh for wisdom and courage. 

Monday I attended and had a camp ground on the lands 
of Major (Thrower) cleared out and prepared. 

Tuesday 14th, to Rock Church, 7 miles, and preached to 
a large attentive audience on “Prepare to meet thy God”. A 
good time in class meeting. I went to Bro. Booth’s, 4 miles, 
and felt at liberty. 

Wednesday 15th, to Olive Branch, 12 miles, to see and hear 
Bro. Morton preach. We had a cold meeting. 

Thursday 16th, to Woolsey’s Barn, 8 miles, and preached 
with life and liberty. The people cried and several shouted 
land County lying on the Byrd and Joyning on the Lands late 
aloud and I was on Pisgah’s top. Here I heard that it was re- 
ported currently for the truth that I and a Scotchman (with 
whom I was not acquainted) had private communication with 
the British and that I was acting in the capacity of a British 
agent. 

Friday 17th. I was unwell in body and my mind was much 
disturbed about several things and much troubled with the 
care of the churches which opened a way for some powerful 
temptations. I went to Sister Wyche’s, 5 miles and the Lord 
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measurably delivered me while preaching on, “Wilt thou go 
with this man?” After preaching I had one member tried 
before a committee for three charges: (1) suffering disorder 
in his store after giving or selling drunkards spirits to drink 
(2) going to law with his brethren before unbelievers (3) 
giving usury. The committee said he had been guilty of a 
breach of our rules but considering everything they could not 
say they thought him guilty of a crime sufficient to exclude 
him from the kingdom of gracious glory. I then referred the 
case to the ensuing Quarterly Meeting and went that night to 
Bro. Bilby’s, a Methodist. 

Saturday 18th, to Ferguson’s, 8 miles. Preached and had a 
good meeting with a few. Went to Bro. B. Walker’s, a pre- 
cious family. 

Sunday 19th, to Round Hill, 5 miles. A crowded audience 
attended to whom I preached with liberty and had a solemn 
time in the congregation and a happy time while administering 
the Lord’s Supper. 

Monday 2oth, to Brother Dupree’s, 10 miles. 

Tuesday 21st, to Bethel and spoke with power on “Awake, 
thou that depart”, and many felt the Word and I understand 
afterward that two young women made a firm resolution to 
seek their soul’s salvation but on account of the opposition 
of their connections they were afraid to publish or make it 
known. Oh how many make the Devil a civil compliment of 
their souls rather than incur the frown of the World. I went 
that evening to Major Crumps. 


Wednesday 22nd, to Concord, 12 miles. Had common lib- 
erty in preaching but Zion bleeds there I fear in consequence 
of the imprudence of our own brethren. I went to Bro. P. 
Pritchard’s, 10 miles. 

Thursday 23rd, to Smith’s Church. A clever congregation, 
and one of old Satan’s agents among them. I tried to preach 
and went to B. Malom’s, 6 miles. Twenty or thirty people 
met without a public appointment to whom I preached. 


(To be continued) 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 


A MAP OF FAIRFAX COUNTY IN 1748. 


The Library of Congress has recently acquired, and the Virginia 
Historical Society now has a photostat of, an undated and unsigned 
map which shows Fairfax County laid off according to the bounds es- 
tablished in 1732 (Hening, iv, 367) for Truro parish and adopted for 
Fairfax County in 1742 (H., v, 207), thus including all of the present 
Loudoun. 

That this map was drawn to illustrate a proposal to dock Truro parish 
and establish a new parish in the upper end of the county, as it then 
was, is suggested by the legend, “The Intended new Parish,” inscribed 
across the upper end above a “dividing line.” This “Dividing line” is 
a straight line drawn across the county from the Potomac at the mouth 
of Difficult Run to Bull Run at the mouth of Little Rocky Run. 


There are four churches laid down as landmarks, viz: 


(1) The Truro parish church on the Potomac Path between Occo- 
quan and Pohick Run; i. e., the church built by Truro in 1733, to take 
the place of the original “Occoquan church.” It must, of course, be 
distinguished from its successor, the still surviving Pohick church which 
was built, 1767-72, on a new site between Pohick and Accotink. 

(2) The Truro “upper church,” built in 1733 and thereafter known 
as Falls Church, because of its proximity to the Little Falls of the 
Potomac. 

(3) The “chapel above Goose Creek,” built by Truro in 1735, at 
the Big Spring near the crossroads where Leesburg was to arise. 

(4) The “Rocky Run church,” built by Truro in 1745 to serve the 
western area of that parish. 


It thus appears that the map must have been drawn after 1745. 

The purpose for which we have assumed that this map was drawn 
was accomplished in 1748 (H., vi, 214), when the Assembly duly docked 
Truro parish and laid the foundation for the future county of Loudoun 
by establishing Cameron parish. By that act the new parish was de- 
clared to include all of Fairfax County above a dividing line extending 
from the Potomac to Bull Run: beginning at the mouth of Difficult 
Run and running thence up that run to its head; thence by a straight 
line to the head of Pope’s Head Run and thence down Pope’s Head to 
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its mouth. As this is a different line from that shown on the map, it 
is apparent that the map was a proposal, not the record of an accom- 
plished fact; and it may therefore be deduced that the map must have 
been drawn before the meeting of the Assembly in the spring of 1748. 
This deduction is borne out by the fact that the town of Alexandria 
(established 1749) is not indicated. 

Other interesting features of the map are the designation of Fairfax 
C. H. at its original site near the modern Tyson’s Cross Roads (where 
it remained until removed to Alexandria, 1752); the original Truro 
glebe on the Potomac Path, which was sold in 1767 when a new glebe 
was acquired on the “back road;” but, most of all, the road system 
between the Potomac and the Blue Ridge. 

This road system is important to illustrate the early diaries of George 
Washington, the travels of Archdeacon Burnaby, and the plans for 
Braddock’s expedition, for it is much fuller than the road system laid 
down by Dalrymple on the 1755 edition of the Fry & Jefferson map; 
but it is significant also as demonstrating that before 1748 the site of the 
modern county seat on the ridge between the springs of Pope’s Head 
and Accotink had established a claim to recognition as the hub of the 
county. 

It is here shown that that road system consisted in 1748 of five main 
trunks, viz: 

(1) The Potomac Path from Occoquan to Great Hunting Creek, 
supplemented by the parellel “Back Road.” 

(2) The Ravensworth Rolling Road from the Fitzhugh lands (Rav- 
ensworth) on the upper waters of Accotink to the mouth of Pohick. 
That road, like the Potomac Path, dates from the seventeenth century; 
and this map shows that before 1748 it had been extended north in two 
branches (a) to the Court House; and (b) to Falls Church. 

(3) The Vestals Gap or Eastern Ridge Road, extending the Potomac 
Path from Great Hunting Creek to Vestals Gap, via Falls Church, the 
Court House and the future site of Leesburg. In connection with it 
there is here shown the original of the Lee Highway, leading from Falls 
Church to the head of Potomac navigation, where in 1748 Awbrey’s 
ferry was maintained, just below the present Key Bridge. 

(4) The Ox or Middle Ridge Road, \aid out in 1729 by “King” 
Carter to give access from the Occoquan to his Frying Pan copper 
mine on the Horsepen of Broad. Its location can be identified more 
convincingly on the modern topographical survey map than on this early 
map; but the early map evidently intended to lay it down. 

(5) The Williams Gap Road, branching from the Ox Road and ex- 
tending thence northwest via the future site of Centreville across Little 
River (the future site of Aldie) to Williams (i. ¢., Snickres’) Gap, 
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and so into the Valley. As a through route this was known as the 
“Mountain Road” when Rocky Run Church was built in 1745; and 
later, in connection with the Ox Road, as the Colchester road. 

There are also several crossroads shown as connecting these trunks. 
Three of them, which can be identified with reference to the modern 
road system, converge on the high land between the springs of Pope’s 
Head and Accotink; but as these roads do not join in a single “carfax,” 
this map explains two things more convincingly than any evidence here- 
tofore available, viz: the reason for the location of Payne’s church 
(1765) and the subsequent difficulty of the decision as to the site, ulti- 
mately selected only in 1799, of the present Court House. 

Another such cross-country road, here shown as connecting the ter- 
ritory at the head of the Bull Run Mountains directly with the original 
Court House, must have fallen into disuse when the Court House was 
transferred to Alexandria; for no equivalent through route appears 
on the modern topographical survey. 

It is notable that the road shown on the 1755 edition of the Fry & 
Jefferson map as extending from a connection with the Williams Gap 
Road at its crossing of Little River to Ashby’s Gap, is not here shown; 
which tends to confirm a deduction that the use of that route was com- 
paratively late. What is surprising, however, is that there here appears 
no indication of the Carolina road; for there is record evidence that 
that ancient indian hunting path (leading south from the Potomac at 
the mouth of the Monocacy across Goose Creek and thence through 
Prince William below the Bull Run Mountains to the Rappahannock) 
was used not only by occasional travellers, but in an intercolonial pack 
horse trade, long before 1748. 

It remains to determine who drew the map. No name or initials re- 
veal the draftsmen. As the minutes of Fairfax Court prior to 1754 
and the Cameron vestry book are missing, and the Truro vestry book 
is silent on the point, the only suggestive evidence now available is the 
commission, dated April 3, 1749, issued by William & Mary College to 
John West, jr. “to be Assistant Surveyor to Daniel Jennings, Surveyor 
of Fairfax County.” It is therefore possible that Daniel Jennings was 


the draftsman. F. H. 
February, 1928. 


A LEGEND OF DISMAL SWAMP. 
Contributed by R. T. Whitehurst, Portsmouth, Va. 


Some time ago the Editor of “The Literary Lantern” in the “Vir- 
ginian Pilot” voiced an interest in the traditions of Dismal Swamp. 
Being a “Dismal Swamper” of long standing and having inherited some 
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of its traditions, sympathies, etc., the suggestion that that might be a 
good field to work in interested me. So I was moved to record at least 
one of these traditions, and with it to set down what I think must have 


been the historical foundation on which it was built. 


In that region known since the middle of the seventeenth century 
as Deep Creek, and which lies aruond the northeastern edge of the 
“Great Dismal” there is a legend that long ago a large amount of 
money was buried somewhere along the shores of Deep Creek or 
beneath its waters. It was French money which had been brought to 
pay the French soldiers. The ship was blown from her course by a 
storm, and put into Hampton Roads and thence to Elizabeth River 
where, to the great discomfort of these Frenchmen, they found a British 
man-of-war. The strong northeaster served them well, however, and 
took them quickly by her. On up the Southern Branch they sped, hoping, 
it seems, to find some passage out again and to safety. At the mouth 
of Deep Creek the French ship left the main body of the Southern 
Branch and entered Deep Creek. A little way up the creek, and not 
far from the old “Shipyard” which was near the point of the “neck” 
between Deep Creek and New Mill Creek, this treasure ship grounded 
and stuck fast in the mud. The English in the meantime had given 
chase and were following them up the river. The Frenchmen set 
fire to their ship, and taking the money with them set out in small boats 
up the creek. Somewhere on the way they hid the treasure, expecting, 
it’ is thought, to return later and recover it. The English followed in 
hot pursuit. On the Frenchmen fled; quickly the English followed. 
They passed through that part of the creek where the village of Deep 
Creek is today and on up the “head of the creek” past where the 
“Mill Bridges” are now, which was the site of Cooke’s Mill in the 
early days of the settlement. 

After a while the stream was no longer a creek but merely a run in 
the great swamp of cypress trees and gums and beech trees, and there 
was not sufficient water to float their boats. But the run was the 
easiest route for traveling even afoot, so they followed its twists and 
turns until overtaken by the English. There they stood and fought 
as brave subjects of his Christian Majesty, the King of France, and 
died, making the red juniper water of the swamp redder with their 
blood. 

In a clearing not far away was the home of one Culpeper, said by 
his descendants to have been a descendant of Lord Culpeper, some- 
time Proprietor and Governor of Virginia. It is very doubtful that 
any of these Culpepers could speak French, but for many years after 
they told of sometimes hearing the Frenchmen at twilight laughing 
and calling to each other. 
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Until recently the charred remains of a burned vessel could be seen 
at low tide on the mud flats near the mouth of Deep Creek, and until 
this day the legend of the French treasure ship is told on Deep Creek, 
and some of us still have hopes of some day finding the French treasure. 


History tells us that the Virginia patriots built a log fort in Ports- 
mouth near the site of the present Naval Hospital. They called it 
Fort Nelson. The British under Sir George Collier attacked Fort 
Nelson May oth, 1779, and took the town of Portsmouth after they 
had landed a force in the rear of the fort. The Virginia troops re- 
treated and the British occupied the town. 

Among the Norfolk County records is found the following entry 
(Deed Book J, page 6), which I think is the historical foundation 
of the legend: 

At a Court held for Norfolk County at the House of Edmund AIll- 
man the Fifteenth Day of July in the Year of our Lord One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and Seventy Nine 
A Protest by Pierre Raphael Charlet Commander of the Ship Le Soucy 
is lodged in Court, and Ordered to be recorded. The said Protest was 
taken before William Cumming of North Carolina Notary Publick at 
Edenton, and proved by the Oath of Piere Vollet, first Lieutenant of 
the said Ship to be taken before the said William Cumming in the 
manner and form therein mentioned————— 

Test John Hurt D. C. 


State of North Carolina Ss 

By this publick Instrument of Protest and Writing bearing Date 
the Sixth Day of June in the year of our Lord One Thousand Seven 
Hundred and Seventy Nine Be it Known and Manifest to all whom it 
may concern before me William Cumming Notary Publick and Ta- 
bellion residing in Edenton by Lawful Authority duly Qualified and 
admitted. Personally appeared Piere Raphael Charlet Commander of 
the Ship Le Soucy from the City of Bordeaux in the Kingdom of 
France, belonging to Monsr Dque Caburrus Jeune Negt at Bordeaux 
and made Oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God That on 
Saturday the Eighth Day of May last passed his said Ship laying at her 
Moorings before the Town of Norfolk in Virginia having Three 


Hundred and Sixty Hogsheads of Tobacco part of her Cargo on- 


Board, he was informed that an English Fleet of Ships of about 
Forty Sail were in the Bay of Chesapeake and had anchored before 
Hampton that Day, that on Sunday the Day following in the Morning 
the said Fleet came to an Anchor in Elizabeth River which made him 
apprehensive the Enemy intended to make a Desent on Portsmouth 
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the Fort of which Place having in it but a few Soldiers were incapable 
of making any Defence, and the Inhabitants in great Confusion, each 
shifting for himself, indused him to go on Board his Ship unmoor 
and use his utmost endeavor to move her further up the River, and 
as far out of the reach of the Enemy as was in his power, and got 
into the South River before the Ship Yard where he tarried until the 
next morning, that at about Ten in the morning the Enemy being 
within Cannon Shot of the Fort, he with the utmost haste set sail, 
and being without a Pilot by sounding the River with great Difficulty 
got Three or Four Miles further up, until the Ship Grounded, he 
then Carried a small Cable on Shore and made fast to a Tree, and 
waited in that situation until the next morning, having passed a very 
Tedious Night with matches in our Hands and not suffering a Boat to 
pass without hailing them and making every Inquiry concerning the 
position and Strength of the Enemy, and receiving information they had 
landed and made themselves Masters of the Fort, and were upwards of 
Two Thousand Five Hundred in Number, and were preparing to come 
up the River to where we. then lay; at Day Break he this deponent sent 
a man to the Mast head to observe the motion of the Enemy, in no 
manner doubting they would soon attack him both by Land and Water, 
they having a large Galy or Ship of War drawing a small Draught 
of Water with flat bottom Boats and Ships long Boats of too great 
strength to presume a Resistance not being capable to bring more than 
Seven Guns; on One Side which would have been but badly served as 
the Sailors shewed no disposition to make an Opposition, which in- 
duced him to call his Officers together to know their Sentiments of 
what was the most Reasonable and prudent to be done in that serious 
and interesting Conjuncture, when their Opinions coinciding with his. 
It was determined on to burn the Ship, that so valuable a Cargo and a 
Ship which with a small expence might be fitted out as a Frigat of War 
to the great Injury of the Nation and her Allies should not fall into 
their hands. And he further deposed and sayed that in the Evening 
he caused all the Pitch and Tar to be put under the Scuttles of the 
Main Deck ready to be fired on the approach of the Enemy, in this 
position he remained all that Day, having put into the Long Boat such 
Provisions as were necessary should he and his Crew be compelled 
to fly to the Woods for Safety, when about Seven O’Clock in the 
morning he perceived a Defile of Boats coming with great swiftness 
toward him on which he dispatched away the long Boat & Crew, re- 
serving only the Boatswain to light the Fire, which having fully ac- 
complished he proceeded to join the Boat and Crew. And further the 
said Deponent say’d not. 

Wherefore the said Piere Raphael Charlet Master as aforesaid be- 
fore me did protest against the Enemy and Ships of War of the King 
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of Great Britain for all Costs Losses and Damages whatsoever that 
hath or may accrue to the Owners Freighters and Insurers and every 
other Person whatsoever concerned with the said Ship for the Rea- 
sons before mentioned. 

Whereupon I the said William Cumming Notary as aforesaid at 
the special Instance and Request of the said Piere Raphael Charlet 
did and do Solemnly and in due Form sign and attest this Protest 
of for and concerning all and singularly the Premises within men- 
tioned, as if the same were herein again particularly mentioned and 
Repeated. 

In Faith and Testimony whereof I have here unto set my Hand 
and Affixed my Seal of Office at Edenton this Sixth Day of June 
in the Third year of the Independence of this State. 


William Cimming, & Seal 


Be it remembered that on the Day aforesaid appeared before me > 
William Cumming Notary as aforesaid Piere Vollet first Lieutenant, 
Louis Vignier and Amée Bourgeois, Second Lieutenants all belonging 
to the said Ship, and made Oath severally on the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God, and did severally depose and say that all the Matters 
and Things contained within the said Protest are just and true to the 
best of their knowledge. 


Will Cumming. % 


THE DONCASTER RACES IN 1825. 


James McMillan Glassell, son of Andrew Glassell and Elizabeth 
Taylor, his wife, was born in 1790 at his father’s home in Madison 
County, Virginia. He was sent as a boarding scholar to the school 
in Winchester, Virginia, conducted by his uncle by marriage, Rev. 
Alexander Balmain. Mrs. Glassell and Mrs. Balmain were daughters , 
of Erasmus Taylor, of Greenfield, near Orange Courthouse. He re- [ 
ceived, in 1812, an appointment as Ensign in the United States Army, 
and during the War of 1812 he saw service on the Great Lakes: 
subsequently and up to the time of his death he saw service in East 
Florida and in many other places. On August 16, 1825, he left New 
York City with some companions for Liverpool on the “Steamboat 
Nautillus” and on September 8th came in sight of land at Cape Clear. | 


From Liverpool he proceeded towards Doncaster in the West Riding 
of Yorkshire which he reached in time for the celebrated races which he 
ri describes in the following narrative taken from his diary. A few 
months later with some of his friends he paid a visit to LaFayette 
i at La Grange, where the party was most hospitably entertained for 
two days. In 1837 Glassell was appointed Major.of the 6th infantry. { 
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He died at Fort Monroe, Va., in 1838, and was buried near the entrance 
of St. John’s Church in Hampton where still stands a monument erected 
to his memory by his excellent wife, who was Miss Eudora Swart- 
wout, of Wilkes-Barre, Pa. A part of the diary, at the close, de- 
scriptive of the pimps and pickpockets at the races is omitted. This 
note and the extract from Major Glassell’s diary, which is written in 
a beautiful hand, supplied by his great nephew, Daniel Grinnan. 


The Doncaster Races. 
Extracts from Diary of Major James McMillan Glassell, U. S. A. 


“1825 

Sept. 18th. About 5 o'clock A. M. arrived at Sheffield and at 9 
A. M. at Doncaster where after much searching Mr. Crutchfield and 
I procured one bed in a miserable alley and worse looking house for 
which bed alone we had to plank 30 shillings (upwards of 6 Dolls.) 
for three nights. Some had to pay from 3 to 5 guineas for the same 
time owing to the great influx of strangers to the races which are 
the most celebrated in England. On the road saw the skeleton of a 
man suppended from a gibbet: he had been there nearly 30 years, 
his bones being kept together by irons. This barbarous practice is 
now discontinued. 

Sept. 19th. This day the races commenced; the course is a beautiful 
green turf 2 miles around: and when a shorter distance is to be run 
they manage it by commencing at different points of the course. The 
running was fine. On the course were a number of licensed gambling 
tables and almost of as many kinds: some kept by females. The rain 
was a great drawback on the sports and pickpockets abounded. 

Sept. 20th. This day the great St. Leger was run for: so named 
after Col. St. Leger who instituted them. The subscribers each pay 
20 sovereigns and enter the horse a year before hand, which must be 
only 3 years old and never have been run on any course before. On 
this occasion there had been 80 subscribers making a purse of 2200 
sovereigns or 9768 dollars: it was believed that one million sover- 
eigns were bet on one horse called Cleveland, independently of 6 or 
7 millions on the others: 30 horses started, they ran the distance 1% 
miles in 3 minutes 23 seconds. It was won by Memnon a bay colt 
belonging to Mr. Watts. 37 were to have entered. It was a glorious 
sight, for with the exception of 4 or 5 stragglers they came in a 
group nearly up to the goal. The grand stand contains 2000 persons 
and appeared entirely filled with ladies and gentlemen. The latter 
of every class who can afford to pay a guinea for the 5 days as a 
ticket for one (day) cannot be purchased. The equipages were num- 


i 
4 

| 

| 
| 
| 

| 


188 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


erous, some splendid: that of the Marquis of Londonderry (brother 
and inheritor of the late Lord Castlereagh) had 6 horses in gaudy 
trappings: several others had the same number, and one with seven 
outriders besides five on the box and two behind and two postillions 
and driver. The Duke of Brunswick had also come over from Ger- 
many to visit the races where he also sported a splendid equipage. 
Doncaster is a small town and takes its name from the river Don or 
Dun which runs through it: it manufactures rope and carpetings on 
a small scale, but I fancy is more assisted by the races, which is a 
great harvest in the spring and autumn. Their shops are principally in 
draper and grocer lines. The bells of St. George’s church chimed at 
tr o'clock as a signal for the commencement of the races!!! Not- 
withstanding which the trees on the road to the course were placarded 
with quotations (in large printed characters) from scripture cautioning 
the people against the besetting sin: one was “Prepare to meet thy 
God:” another “Knowest thou not that the end of these things is 
death?”: and several grave looking men were distributing printed sheets 
containing long religious lectures against horse racing.” 


(See also this Magazine, XXXV, 438, 439, for an account of the 
St. Leger of 1836). 


RIVES. 


The undersigned has been collecting for some time past material to 
form a history of the Rives family, which will probably be ready for 
publication the latter part of 1928 or early in 1929. 

Information is particularly desired regarding the following members 
and branches of the family: 

1. William Rives, the emigrant, born circa 1637, d. circa 1700, living 
in Surry Co., Va., in 1684 and 1695. 

2. Burwell Rives, b. circa 1734, m. Amy —————. Lived in Bruns- 
wick and Pittsylvania counties, removing from latter about 1770. 

3. Brothers’ and sisters of John Cook Rives, editor of Washington 
Globe, b. 1795 in Franklin Co., Va., d. 1864 in Md. His father was 
George Alexander Rives, b. circa 1764, d. circa 1806, Wanted name 
of wife of John Cook Rives who lived in Kentucky, Illinois and Wash- 
ington, D. C., and information of his descendants through his sons, John 
Cook, Franklin, Blair, and Major Wright Rives, U. S. A. 

4. Descendants of Christopher Rives, b. Aug. 14, 1767 in Sussex 
Co., Va., d. after 1810 in Dinwiddie Co., Va., m. Miss Rivers, daughter 
of Wm. Rivers. 
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5. Descendants of Charles Binns Rives, b. Feb. 14, 1774, d. 1820, 
of Sussex and Dinwiddie Counties, Va. He m. 1st, Nancy Colyer Good- 
win and had Robert Binns Rives, m. Jane Carpenter and Nathaniel 
Eldridge Rives m. Jane Perdum. Wanted descendants of Nathaniel 
Eldridge Rives who probably lived in Tenn. or Miss. Wanted children 
of Chas. Binns Rives by his second wife, name unknown. 


6. Descendants of John Goodwin Rives, b. circa 1785 in Greens- 
ville Co., Va. Did he die in Brunswick in 1843 survived by widow, 
Mary B., and children, Mary C. Fraser, Susan F. Hamilton, Maria L. 
Wheeler, Ann E. Reekes, and John J. Rives? 

7. Descendants of Irvin, b. 1786, and Nathaniel Rives, b. 1780, in 
Chester, S. C., sons of Nathaniel and Lucy (Robinson) Rives, for- 
merly of Brunswick and Greensville Counties, Va. 


8. Descendants of William Rives, b. circa 1752 of Brunswick Co., 
Va., and Chester, S. C., who m. Mary (Young?). 


9. Descendants of Robert Rives, b. circa 1740 in Brunswick Co., 
Va., d. 1792/3 in Richland Co., S. C., leaving issue: William, Simon, 
Robert, John Turner, and Patience Rives. 


10. Descendants of John Rives, b. circa 1719, of Bristol Parish, 
Prince George Co., Va. (?), m. Frances , and had known issue: 
William, b. 1743; Mary, b. 1745; John, b. 1747; Richard, b. 1750; 
Thomas, b. 1753; and possibly others. 


11. Descendants of Peter Rives, b. circa 1721, m. Elizabeth 
and Richard Rives, b. circa 1725, his brother, who m. Mary ‘ 
both of whom moved from Sussex Co., Va., about 1760 to Pitt Co., 
N. C., where they were members of Committee of Public Safety. 
Peter Rives is known to have had issue: Ruth, b. 1745; Elizabeth, b. 
1747; Richard, b. 1750; Mary, b. 1755; Selah, b. 1758 m. Thomas Heath 
of Prince George Co., Va., and Robert, b. 1761. Was Richard Eaton 
Rives, b. circa 1790 of Pitt Co., N. C., who m. Clara Elizabeth (Brown) 
Daniel a son of Richard Rives, b. 1750, son of Peter Rives? 


12. Descendants of William Rives, b. circa 1715 in Surry Co., Va., 
d. 1769 in Bute Co., N. C., mentioning in his will only sons by second 
wife, Eleanor, namely, Frederick, Richard, Peter, Hambleton, and Henry. 
Had also Bruin, William, and John by first wife, Frances. 


13. Descendants of Timothy Rives, b. circa 1733, d. circa 1800 in 
Prince George Co., Va., who m. Sarah Gee and had known issue: 
Briggs, b. 1762; Timothy; John m. Mrs. Vienna (Jackson) Champion; 
and doubtless others. 

14. Descendants of William Rives, b. circa 1732, d. circa 1798, of 
Prince George Co., Va., leaving known issue: Susannah m. in 1783, 
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Repps Mitchell, and William, b. circa 1756 who had son, William, b. 
circa 1780. The latter is believed to have married Rebecca Acrill. 

15. Descendants of Timothy Rives, b. circa 1746, d. circa 1815, of 
Prince George Co., Va., m. circa 1768 Elizabeth Adkins and had known 
issue: Betsy Adkins, b. 1769; Patience, b. 1772; Judith, b. 1774; and 
Timothy, b. 1776. 

16. Descendants of John Rives, b. circa 1780 and Reuben Rives, 
his brother, b. circa 1782, sons of Thomas Henry and Mary (Edwards) 
Rives of Chatham Co., N. C. 

17. Parents and brothers and sisters of Green Rives, b. 1776, in 
Dinwiddie Co., Va., moved to Petersburg, Lincoln Co., Tenn., in 1828. 
He m. 1st, Mary Hardaway and after her death her sister, Frances 
Hardaway. Information wanted also of his two eldest children, 
Thomas R. Rives who m. Ann Rowlett and is believed to have remained 
in Va., and his son, John (Jack). 

18. Parents of Robert Rives, b. circa 1753, d. circa 1808, of Din- 
widdie Co., Va., m. Martha Peterson Hardaway. Information wanted 
also of descendants of his eldest son, Robert, b. circa 1778, who m. 
Mary Rogers and moved to Tenn. 

19. Parents of Peter Rives, b. circa 1781, d. 1812, m. Sarah Gram- 
mar; Robert Carter Rives, b. circa 1777, m. Susannah Raines; and 
Edmund Harris Rives, b. circa 1783, m. Mary Ann Harding, daughter of 
Thomas and Elizabeth Harding. Peter Rives, Robert Carter Rives 
and Edmund Harris Rives were living early in 1800 in Davidson Co., 
Tenn., and are said to have been brothers who emigrated from near 
Petersburg, Va. 

Any information which may be forwarded the undersigned regarding 
the above or other branches or members of the family will be grate- 
fully acknowledged. 

J. Rives Childs, 
Care, Div. For. Serv. Admn., 
Department of State, Washington, D. C. 


HARRISON. 


Wish the parentage of my grandmother, whose maiden name was 
Nancy Harrison, and whose parents were both of Virginia, the father 
being one of the nephews of President Wm. Henry Harrison. 

Nancy Harrison was born in the state of Ohio, Sept. 12, 1811, married 
Joseph Egbert, of Hancock Co., Ohio, June 28, 1829, and died in 
Wood County, Ohio, June 7, 1890. 
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Her home previous to her marriage was in Seneca or Wyandot 
County, Ohio, and she had a sister or aunt, Rebecca Harrison, who 
died unmarried, but who went to Kansas and later to Iowa with rela- 
tives when young. 

Jessie M. Main, 


Karnak, Pulaski Co., Illinois. 


FISHBACK. 


I wish to correct through the medium of the Virginia Magazine of 
History and Biography, an error that has crept into the records of the 
Fishback-Rector-Hager Genealogies. The Fishback Family, by Willis 
M. Kemper, 1914, page 33, states that John Jacob Rector married Eliz- 
abeth Hager, daughter of Henry Hager, of the Germanna Colony. On 
page 83, of the same book, the claim is made again. Pioneers and 
Makers of Arkansas, page 374, by Josiah H. Shinn, the same statement 
is made. Now the fact of the matter is this: John Jacob Rector 
married Elizabeth Fischbach, daughter of Philip and Elizabeth (Heim- 
bach) Fishbach, Feb. 17, 1711, as recorded in the German Reformed 
Church in Siegen, Germany. 

Prof. William J. Hinke, of Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, 
N. Y., took a copy from the records himself while in Germany in 
September, 1927. 

Elizabeth was born in 1687, Elizabeth Hager was born the same 
year, since the Rectors are descended from Parson Henry Hager as 
claimed and both Elizabeths were born the same year, evidently some- 
body has jumped to the conclusion that the Elizabeth mentioned was 
none other than Elizabeth Hager, the facts in the matter do not change 
the relationship existing between the Rectors and Parson Hager only in 
degree. 

John Rector, son of John Jacob and Elizabeth (Fishback) Reotor 
married Anna Catherine Fishback, daughter of John and Agnes Fish- 
back, before March, 1733. As she was the daughter of Agnes Fish- 
back, who was the wife of John Fishback and the daughter of Parson 
Henry Hager, they, the Rectors, are not harmed in the least as to who 
their maternal grandmother was. Her name is Elizabeth, just the same, 
she is the mother of John Rector as claimed and she was born 1687, as 
shown in the birth records in the Reformed Church in Siegen, Germany. 

Another error is evident in the Rector records as given in Pioneers 
and Makers of Arkansas, to wit: the claim that John Rector and Anna 
Catherine his wife were both born 1707. He was born in Maidstone, 
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England, winter of 1713-14, and she was born at Germanna, Va., 1714, 
as given in the Fishback Genealogy, page 83. 
Reuben D. Fishback, 


928 Morris St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


P. S. I have Mr. Kemper’s permission to correct this error. He lives 
at 2206 Upland Place, this city, R. F. D. 


AN INDIAN KING’S WILL. 


Among the curious personal items to be found in the old records 
in the Northampton County Clerk’s office at Eastville is the will of 
the last Indian King. The tragedy of the Indian’s passing and the 
high-sounding terms of this mute record are pathetic, for in another 
place, he calls himself “Great King of the Eastern Shore”, for soon 
his name and his people had disappeared from the face of the earth, 
for in the year 1813 the last tribe of Northampton Indians, about 100 
in number, disbanded, but they were, at the date of the above men- 
tioned will, a subject tribe to the Emperor Wachawampe. But here is 
his will speaking to us of today. 

He had given to Col. Edmund Scarborough that neck of land on 
Occohannock Creek, just as his father before him had given Savage’s 
Neck to Thomas Savage and Old Town Neck to Gov. Yeardley, so 
now he directs his daughter to retire to Wachapreague and leave his 
white friends to the full enjoyment of Occohannock Neck. It is taken 
from the “Eastern Shore Herald”. 

Following is the last will of the Chief Wachawampe, who lived in 
Occohannock Neck. It shows the friendly relations existing at that 
time between the whites and the Indians: 

“The last Will and Testamen of Wachawamp Indian Empor. My 
will and desire is that none should rule but only my daughter and I 
do give her my two guns together with my house wth all my house- 
hold goods and all wht ever I possessed further my will is yt Nores- 
machetum and Wonascahon and Roapeto shall govern until my daughter 
come to years of Government according to our custom in that case 
and that after my daughter’s decease yt my Brother’s son whose name 
is Atomepen possess and rule my people and that in case both the be- 
forementioned die then I bequeath all beforementioned and the Rule 
unto my dead brother’s son Guimaheto. Also whereas I formerly sold 
my land out of iove and affection I always did bear to ye English. It 
is my desire yt they will continue their Love to my said heirs and yt 
they live at Ockahannock or Wachapreague but that I leave to their 
choice. But in case they make choice of Wachapreague wch I think 
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most convenient then my desire is that the English will procure a patent 
for their land. This I declare to be my will and testament this 26th 
day of Jan’y 1656. 

“The mark of Wachawamp Indian Emperor. X 

“Signed in, presence of Geo. Parker, Randall Revel, George Powell. 
Also in presence ye four above mentioned great men Wachawamp, 
wife and daughter. 

“At a court held at Occohannock ye 23d April, 1657, present Lieut- 
Col. Thos. Johnson, Mr. Wm. Waters, Capt. Wm. Whittington, Maj. 
Sam’l. Goldsmith, Mr. Wm. Kendall. This day ye last will and testa- 
ment publickly viewed and read and the deposition of Capt. George 
Parker, &c., were took &c.” 

“Edmund Mathews, Clr. Cur.” 

A few years later, in 1667, to be exact, a sailor was landed on the 
Eastern Shore ill with smallpox. He.drifted among the Indians on the 
seaside fo upper Northampton and lower Accomac when delirious, and 
gave the dreadful disease to some of them and it spread to others, 
tribe after tribe, until they died by the hundreds. In this way prac- 
tically every tribe fell at the hands of the grim reaper and disap- 
peared, the only exception being the Gingaskins at Indian town on the 
seaside near Eastville, now Pocahontas Farm, owned by Mrs. Mollie 
McNut. These remained together as a small, but poor, tribe until 
1810, when they disbanded and by Act of the State Legislature were 
allowed to parcel out their small reservation, but there was no other 
King after Wachawampe and the high-sounding terms of his will 
bring forcefully to our attention the facts of how almost completely 
the Indian disappeared as a race of people in the face of the civi- 


lization of the white man. 
Thos. B. Robertson. 


JESSE HUGHES—CORRECTION. 


I wish to call your attention to what I consider an error, or mistaken 
identity, which appears in notes on the Hughes Family in the magazine 
issue of October, 1926, Virginia Council Journals, 1726-1753 (page 355), 
where Jesse Hughes, son of Robert and Anne Hartwell Hughes, of 
New Kent County, Virginia, is referred to as being the pioneer and 
Indian fighter, famous in northwestern Virginia, in the early history 
of that section of the country. 

Jesse Hughes, the famous explorer, pioneer, and Indian fighter, of 
northwestern Virginia, mentioned in “De Hass Indian Wars”, “Withers 
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Border Warfare” and numerous other publications of these times, was 
the son of Thomas Hughes, brother to Thomas Hughes, Junior, and 
to Elias or “Ellis” Hughes and brother-in-law to Colonel William 
Lowther of Augusta County, his sister Sudna having been married to 
Colonel Lowther in 1764. 

Jesse Hughes was born in 1750 and lived in Moorefield, Hardy County, 
Virginia, his wife was Grace Tanner and in 1772 they settled in Har- 
rison County, now West Virginia, where some of their descendants 
still live. 

I feel that this is a mistake which should not be passed over lightly 
and perhaps eventually recorded in history as authentic data. 


Ada Lowther Wilkinson, 
299 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


JOSEPH HARDIN AND THOS. SHEPPARD. 


On page 228 of Henings S. at large is the list of men who were 
appointed to do things for the government, among them Joseph Hardin. 
The same man is mentioned in House of Delegates, Oct. 1778-55. Can 
any one tell me how to find out from what county Joseph Hardin and 
Thomas Sheppard served their government? 


Mrs. Harry B. Denham, 
1917 Biltmore St., Washington, D. C. 


MEMORANDUM OF SOLOMON KING’S PREDECESSORS, ETC. 
(Contributed by W. E. McClenny, Suffolk, Va.) 


Michael King was born in Old England and Came out of the City of 
Norwich to Virginia and their Served his time With John Wright in 
Nansemond County after that he Marred with Elizabeth Hiry (indis- 
tinct) and Lived in the upper Parrish of Nansemond County on the 
Southern branch of Nansemond River. &c—and he had by his wife Six 
Children Viz. Nathan William Michael Henry John & Elizabeth—and 
their he bought A plantation with Land in the year 1686 and Bult a 
Large Dwelling hous with Brick and Bought Several Negro Slaves 
and also a Larg Copper Still &c. Written by me Solomon King, son 
of Charles King the Said Charles Was Son of William Which was 
son of Michael the Older-————— 
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Charles King Father of Solomon King Departed this Life January 
the 15th 1762————— 

Mary King Mother of Solomon King Departed this Life february the 
2 Day 1762———— 

Henry King Uncell to the Said Solomon King Departed this Life 
December the 7 Day 1771 

Mary Hare aunt t othe Said Solomon King Departed this Life Feb- 
uary the 11 Day 1774——-——— 

John Lee Father in Law to the Said Solomon King Departed this 
Life febuary 9 Day 1770 

Henry King Brother to Solomon King Departed this Life April the 
15th Day 1782————— 

Bathsheba Porter Daughter of Solomon King Departed this life 
march 10th, 1789. 


On another leaf of this Bible the following is found: 

Jethro Sumner Son of Jethro Sumner was Born in the year of our 
Lord 1798 And was Married unto Elizabeth Mary Lawrence the 2oth 
day of June 1820—The said Elizabeth M. Lawrence was born in the 
year of our Lord 1796. 

Dempsey L. Sumner son of Jethro Sumner and Elizabeth his wife 
was born August Ist. 1823. 

Elizabeth Mary Sumner Departed this life December 13th 1823. 

Jethro Sumner Departed this life March the 10 1836. 

Jethro Sumner Son of Jethro Sumner was Married with Ann Nor- 
fleet the 11th of June 1824. 

Mary Elizer Sumner Daughter of Jethro Sumner and Ann his Wife 
was born July 11th 1825. 

Mariah An Cuminer was born January rst 1827. 

Martha Jane Daughter of Jethro Sumner and Ann Sumner was born 
the 5th of September 1829. 

Charles Edward Sumner was born Oct. the 4th, 1831. 

(The Bible from which the above has been copied was printed in 
Edinburg: by Alexander Kincaid, HIS MAJESTY’S PRINTER. 

MDCCLXIX.) 
(The original spelling and capitalization followed in the above.) 


FARRAR-HUTCHINS-ANDOE. 


In the genealogy of the Farrar family published in the Virginia 
Magasine, Vol. X, 2, Oct., 1902, on page 207, the name of Mrs. A. M. 
Hutchinson should have been Hutchins. The said Mrs. A. M. Hutchins 
was the daughter of Mrs. Margaret Prince Swilling, who was the 
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daughter of Thomas* Farrar (George’) and Margaret Prince Farrar. 
The said Mrs. Hutchins was the mother of Mrs. Mary Hockenhull, 
who was the mother of Mrs. Sara Andoe, who is the mother of Mrs. 
Mary Mildred Barrett and Mrs. Margaret Prince Wood. I can send 
you the affidavits you had before and others to prove the above line 


of descent. 
Mrs. R. E. Andoe, 


3218 Shadow Lawn Ave., Atlanta, Ga. 


A JONES FAMILY. 


Whether from England or Wales it is not known, but the first of 
the family is said to have settled in Essex county. A Gabriel Jones of 
this family commanded on of the eight companies raised for the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Before then he had married Ann Waller, by whom he 
had one child, Ann, who married William Scott and moved to Lynch- 
burg. His second wife was Martha Slaughter, daughter of Robert 
Slaughter, the elder, first Church Warden of St. Marks Parish. This 
Gabriel Jones died and his will was probated in Culpeper, Sept. 3, 
1776. He had four sisters, Lucy Poindexter, Betty Green, wife of 
James Green, Jane Gray, and Dorothy Johnston. The James Green 
just mentioned was the sixth son of Robert Green, the immigrant. 

I am anxious for information regarding the forbears of this Gabrial 
Jones. I have been told that J. W. Jones, who wrote Life and Letters 
of Robert E. Lee, was of this Jones family. 


STOVER’S MAP AND FAMILY GROUPS IN STOVER’S 
PATENTS. 


By Mrs. A. V. S. Milbourne 


By the kindness of a friend who traced it for me while recently in 
London, I am in possession of Stover’s Map. It is catalogued as 
“Draught of a Tract of Land on the North West side of Virginia 
petitioned for by Sir William Keith and Others”. On its face it bears 
the legend, “Georgia or the Land petitioned for”, placed in the Mis- 
sissippi Valley. The north boundary is six hundred miles long, cut- 
ting across the Erie, Huron and Illinois Lakes to the Mississippi River, 
and the south boundary about four hundred. It is not at all like the 
map Sir W. Keith published in his book. My friend was told that 
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there is no record of its ever having been photographed. It is 21 inches 
by 30 inches and has few topographical details. I regard it as a find 
of considerable importance. 

I see Dr. Wayland’s history of “Old Shenandoah” makes Stover’s 
(first) wife to have been Sarah Boon, an aunt of Daniel Boon. Jacob 
Stauber and Sarah, his wife, were conveying land in Philadelphia county 
as early as 1717, as I discovered several months ago. 


Family Groups in Stover’s Patents 


Male Female 
Parents descendants descendants Total 

1. Miller 2 6 7 15 
2. Mire (1) 2 9 8 19 
3. Mire (2) 2 4 4 10 
5. Haris 2 10 6 18 
6. Funk (1) 2 9 5 16 
& Coe (6 2 10 5 17 
2 8 4 14 
10. Hear (1) I 9 5 15 
11. Hear (2) 2 7 6 15 
12. Funk (2) 2 7 s 16 
2 5 5 12 

194 


This analysis shows there is no artificial uniformity in the groups. 
The names were counted in the lists given in Strickler’s “Massanutten”. 
It is possible some were overlooked as there should be six more in the 
Massanutten (2nd) patent. This begins with two females of the 
second Sowder family. 


INDIANS IN SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 


I recall the conversation I had with you in regard to the Indian 
custom in the burial of their dead. I have always heard that an Indian, 
the last of his tribe, was in the habit of placing stakes at the graves 
of their departed families and friends. Some years ago, probably 
fifteen or twenty, I think, I sent the cedar stakes you speak of (five 
in all I think) to the Virginia Historical Society. They were col- 
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lected from an old Indian burying ground south of the Nottoway river, 
in Southampton county, near Courtland, formerly Jerusalem. In this 
section, now known as the Indian Wood, here lived a tribe of Indians, 
and some of them are to be found there now, though they have inter- 
married so freely with the negro race that the distinctive characteristic 
traits of the Indian have been lost. I remember, when a boy, living in 
Jerustlem, how Courtland, having seen one or more full-blooded Indians, 
remnants of this tribe. From the best information that I could gather 
at the time I sent the stakes to you, they must have been placed at the 
graves in the closing years of the 18th century, when the Indians of that 
section had become a decadent race by intermarrying with the negroes. 

[Dr. Barham, to whom we are indebted for many courtesies, is now 
aged 75.—Editor]. 

W. B. Barham, 
Big Stone Gap, Va. 


ANDERSON EPITAPHS 


To the memory of 
James ANDERSON 


who died Marck 12th, 1807 
Age 62 years. 


and 


HELEN ANDERSON 
his wife 
who died November 30th, 1809 
Age 62 years. 


also 


James ANDERSON 
their son 
who died May Ist, 1815 
Age 51 years. 


This tablet of Respect is erected by their son and brother. 
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HARRISON OF JAMES RIVER 
( (Continued ) { 


Georce Evertyn* Harrison (Benjamin®), of “Brandon”,* was born in 
1797 and died June 11, 1839. 


After the death of Benjamin® Harrison; “Brandon” was divided between a 
his two sons: George E., inheriting the old house, and William B., the 
upper part of the plantation on which his home “Upper Brandon”, was j 
; built. As the two estates were among the best known in Virginia, and 1 
their masters and their wives were always charmingly hospitable, there 

was much visiting to the two places; friends who came to share in the } 

a social pleasures, and notable travellers who wished to see something of 4" 
4 plantation life, and the slave system. Naturally a ggod deal was written } 
, and published in regard to the Brandons. , 
Among the earliest detailed accounts was that published in J. K. : 
: if Paulding’s Letters from the South (1817). The mistress of “Brandon” S 
; at this time was Mrs. Evelyn Taylor (Byrd) Harrison, widow of Ben- f 
jamin Harrison. She died at the White Sulphur Springs in the year " 


in which this book was published. 


Paulding’s letter in regard to Brandon follows: 


“In one of my late excursions previous to setting out on my grand 
( tour, I spent several days at the seat of one of these planters, who, by 

the way, was a lady, and such a one you will not see every day, Frank. 
In the place of general description, which is for the most part vague 
and unsatisfactory, take the following picture: which, however, is a 
favorable one, as the establishment was one of the most liberal and 
hospitable of any in Virginia. 

The miaster of the house, at least the gentleman who officiated as Z 
such, was son-in-law of the family, who dressed exceedingly plain; and yh 
who, I soon found, was a well-educated, lively, good-humored, sensible ; 
man; though if I were to tell you, and you to tell your good lady-aunt 
Kate, that he never drank anything but water, she would no more believe 


Richmond, Va. 


* “Brandon” has recently by Robert Williams Daniel, of New 
York, formerly of Richmond, whd makes it his country home. 

“Upper Brandon” passed from William B. Harrison, or his estate, to his 
nephew, George Harrison Byrd, of New York, formerly of Virginia, and is now 
the home of Mr. Byrd’s son, F. Otway Byrd. 7 


From the Cook Collection of Historical 


Photographs, 
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it than she believes in the story of Parson P. ’s amorous propensi- 
ties. A stranger here is just as much at home as a child in its cradle. 
Indeed, I have heard a story of a gentleman from our part of the world, 
who stopped here—en passant—with his wife, carriage, and servants, 
forgot in a little time that he was not at home, and stayed more than 
half a year. Nay, so far did this delusion extend, that the lady visitor 
forgot herself so completely as to find fault with the visits of the 
neighboring country squires to the hospitable mansion and to refuse to 
sit at the table with them. In short, I am credibly informed she 
quarrelled with a most respectable old silver family teapot, which still 
keeps its stand on the breakfast table, and out of which I used to drink 
tea with infinite satisfaction,—because it was not gold, such as they used 
at her father’s. 

A day’s residence here convinces you that you occasion no restraint, 
consequently that you are welcome; and, therefore, you feel all the 
freedom of home. Whenever I see the servants running about the house 
in the hurry of preparation, and the furniture turned topsy-turvy on 
my arrival, I make my visit very short; because I know by my own 
experience that people never like what gives them trouble, and, however 
they be inclined to a hearty welcome, must inevitably be glad of my de- 
parture. Here the ladies attend as usual to their own amusements and 
employments. You are told the carriage or horses are at your ser- 
vice, that you can fish, or hunt, or lounge, or read just as you please, 
and every one makes his choice. 

The plantation is large, containing, I believe, between nine and ten 
thousand acres, and several hundred negroes are attached to it. Some 
of the females are employed in taking care of the children or in house- 
hold occupation, others in the fields, while the old ones enjoy a sort 
of otium cum dignitate at their quarters. These quarters consist of log 
cabins, disposed in two rows on either side a wide avenue, with each 
a little garden in which they raise vegetables. Whitewashed and clean, 
they exhibited an appearance of comfort which in some measure, served 
to reconcile me to bondage. At the door of one of these, as we walked 
this way one evening, stood a little negro, with his body bent in a curve 
and his head as white as snow, leaning on what an Irishman would call 
a shillelah. He was the patriarch of the tribe, and enjoyed in his old 
age a life of perfect ease. You might hear him laugh half a mile; and 
he seemed to possess a full portion of that unreflecting gayety which, 
happily for his race, so generally falls to their portion and perhaps 
makes them some amends for the loss of freedom. Relying on their 
master for the supply of all their wants, they are in a sort of state of 
childhood, equally exempt with children from all the cares of providing 
support and subsistence for their offspring. This old man is of an un- 
known age, his birth being beyond history or tradition; and, having once 
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been in the service of Lord Dunmore, he looks down with a dignified con- 
tempt on the plebian slaves around him. The greatest aristocrat in the 
world is one of these fellows who has belonged to a great man—I mean 
with the exception of his master. 

The harvest commenced while I was here, and you would have been 
astonished to see what work they made with a field of wheat containing, 
I was told, upwards of five hundred acres. All hands turned out, and 
by night it was all in shocks. An army of locusts could not have swept 
it away half so soon had it been green. I happened to be riding through 
the fields at twelve o'clock, and saw the women coming out singing, 
gallantly bonneted with large trays containing ham and corn bread— 
a food they prefer to all other. It was gratifying to see them enjoying 
this wholesome dinner; for since their lot seems almost beyond remedy, 
it was consoling to find it mitigated by kindness and plenty. I hope 
and trust that this practice is general; for, though the present generation 
cannot be charged with this system of slavery, they owe it to hu- 
manity—to the reputation of their country—they stand charged with 
an awful accountability to him who created this difference of com- 
plexion—to mitigate its evils as far as possible. 

I left this most respectable and hospitable mansion after staying about 
a week, at the end of which I began to be able to account for the de- 
lusion of the gentleman and lady I told you about in the first part of 
this letter. I began to feel myself mightily at home, and, as the Vir- 
ginians say, felt a heap of regret at bidding the excellent lady and her 
family good-bye. She has two little daughters not grown up, who are 
receiving that sort of domestic education at home which is very common 
in Virginia. They perhaps will not dance better than becomes a modest 
lady, as some ladies do; nor run their fingers so fast over a piano; 
nor wear such short petticoats as our town-bred misses; they will prob- 
ably make amends for these deficiencies by the chaste simplicity of their 
manners; the superior cultivation of their minds; and the unadulterated 
purity of their hearts. They will, to sum up in one word, make better 
wives for it, Frank; and the only character in which a really valuable 
woman can ever shine. The oldest was a fair blue-eyed lassie, who, I 
prophesy, will one day be the belle of Virginia.” 

A correspondent of The American Turf Register and Sporting Mag- 
azine, who had been attending the Virginia race meetings went to 
Brandon and gave an account of his visit in the July, 1832, number 
of that magazine: 


“A PEEP AT THE OLD DOMINION, 


In the Racing Season—visit to Brandon, &c. &c.—by a correspondent— 
postponed for want of room from the June number. 


By partiality for my theme, I have been led to protract, most un- 
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warrantably, ‘my tedious tale through many a page,’ but if I have had 
the good fortune to lure your readers with me thus far, admiring the 
races of horses, and yet mbre the race of men in the Old Dominion; 
let them now rest with me here for a few days and recruit, body and 
mind, on the quiet and luxurious hospitalities, the natural beauties and 
social enjoyments of Brandon: one of the few remaining, and always 
amongst the most elegant, well appointed, delightful and gentlemanlike 
residences that were once the peculiar boast of the so much abused slave 
region. I am sure you will enjoy with me the calm of the country, 
after such successions of hurly-burly excitement; for, as the strongest 
bow must sometimes be unbent, so there will always occur times when 


‘The statesman, lawyer, sportsman, man of trade, 
Pants for the refuge of the peaceful shade.’ 


Behold, even Bonnets o’Blue run off her legs and driven from the 
field of glory, at the very opening of the campaign, for 
‘_— a breath of unadulterated air’ at Oakland! 


By the way, Mr. Editor, it is not so easy to see how any notice of 
the appurtenances and amusements of this old establishment, whose hos- 
pitality I am now enjoying, can find a congenial deposit, in a Sporting 
Magazine like yours, dedicated to the clattering and fierce contests of the 
turf, and the rude and roughs sports of the field; yet as you Editors can 
apply your dictatorial veto, and nullify the offerings of your correspond- 
ents at pleasure, you must leave to the humblest one amongst them, the 
poor Paul Pry plea of ‘hope [ don’t intrude.’ 

In descending from Richmond, the steamboat passes many old and 
opulent residences, ancient seats of enlarged hospitality and high social 
culture; such as Shirley, Westover, and Weyanoke, residence of your 
noble hearted friend Doctor Minge; reaching Brandon, about one A. M. 
When friends are expected, a boat with its old, expert, and faithful oars- 
men, is always in waiting to take them to the shore. Thence you wend 
your way through the long alleys of the old garden, where all varieties 
of shrubbery and flower ‘mingle their charms of hue and smell;’ to the 
ancient mansion that is more than half concealed from the river, by 
venerable trees, which, with interlocking branches, have defied the blasts 
of ages; flinging their deep shadows on the lawn, and giving shelter to 
the numerous birds, that in conscious security sing on every spray. 
There too, these sweet songsters build, and hatch their young, fearless 
of molestation, and so near that they may almost be fed by the hand 
from your chamber window. 

‘Fast by my couch, congenial guest, 
The wren has built her mossy nest; 
From busier scenes and brighter skies, 
To lurk with innocence, she flies.’ 
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If you, Mr. Editor, have no fondness for birds, I hope you will bear 
with mine, and give me room to quote a curious fact, recorded in the 
journal of a naturalist, to shew the sagacity, even beyond instinct, of 
this self-important busy little character; whose notes I can distinguish 
in every morning’s concert, and who has appropriated to his wife and 
himself, as tenants at will, the most eligible nook in the Eastern Portico 
at Brandon. [Quotation omitted]. 

The first thing that strikes the visiter at Brandon, is the air of refined 
and well regulated opulence, where true dignity, and a certain degree of 
etiquette, preserved all the domestic and social relations perfectly well 
defined. The hospitalities of the house are every day and every year 
the same—administered with an uniformity of arrangement and amia- 
bility of feeling, which shew that they are neither new, nor likely to 
wear out—you enjoy them as you would the pure waters of the se- 
questered fountain, which though its perrennial volume may never 
gush into sudden exuberance, is therefore the less liable to become turbid. 

The old matin bell, that for more than an hundred years has given note 
of preparation for breakfast, still warns you that you should no longer 
lie and listen to the ‘concert of sweet sounds,’ that so gradually and 
agreeably awaken you to look out upon the freshness of the morning. 
You know that in one short hour, a second signal will summon you to 
the table, where the fair lady presiding, is overlooked by Governor 
Park, the aid-de-camp of the Duke of Marlborough, and the bearer of 
his despatches after the battle and victory of Blenheim to Queen Anne, 
whose portrait hangs on the bosom of the picture. To this distinguished 
character, several of the first families in Virginia, the Carters, the Cor- 
bins, &c. trace their pedigree. In that and other rooms, hang the full 
portraits, large as life, of nature’s nobleman Doctor Franklin; of the 
Duke of Argyle, Sir Robert Walpole, Lord Egmont, Sir Robert South- 
well, Lord Halifax, Admiral Wager, and others. 


I leave to those of more epicurean taste, to describe a Virginia 
dejuné. If it be sinful to love good things, I can only say, that such as 
are spread before you here, would tempt the most rigid monk of la 
Trappe, in his mohair shirt, to break his fast. Say what they will 
of French and English dishes, you may take any modern cook—let 
him follow the books a la lettre; he may take Dolby’s Dictionary, from 
Admirals sauce, to Yorkshire pudding, and on the tongue of any un- 
sophisticated judge, a cook of old Virginia, bred in an old Virginia 
family, shall leave him behind the ‘distance pole.’ 

By the bye, it was here that I was first brought to acknowledge 
Sturgeon to be an eatable fish! Whether it be because they are taken 
in salt water, or have been unskilfully cooked, or both, I know not; 
but such as I have tasted from your market, have been rejected as 
insipid and coarse. But one trial is enough to persuade you, that the 
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James River sturgeon baked, or in steaks, as you find it here, is alto- 
gether another sort of a thing! 

Such is the extent of this estate, and the number of slaves employed, 
that the proprietor, in the practise of a judicious economy, has estab- 
lished within his own domain, all the essential trades and manufactures. 
So that, like a great spider, it spins out of its own bowels, the means by 
which it is itself subsisted. Here is his tannery, there his smith’s shop— 
his own, slaves are his wheel-rights, his plough-makers, his carpenters, 
and his ditchers; whilst some there are whose exclusive duty it is to 
provide land and water game. I observed the fishermen going every 
day to spread their seines as regularly as the ‘whistling plough-boy’ to 
turn the glebe. Thus, there is constantly fish enough and to leave, for 
white and black; especially sturgeon, of which I saw some cast upon the 
shore almost large enough to swallow a young Jonah. How long the 
little urchin might have the faculty to live in such an habitation, this 
deponent leaveth it to the Faculty to answer. 

I was curious to know the method of taking these enromous tenants 
of the deep, and was told that it consisted in spreading a floating 
seine or net, which is kept extended by the action of the tide, and 
through which the sturgeon passes his simple noddle, like an old batchelor, 
through the matrimonial meshes. Then ensues, as brother Jonathan 
would say, a pretty considerable sort of an embarrassment like. The 
captive flounders and becomes more and more enveloped, until ex- 
hausted and powerless, the fisherman pulls him in-board, like a jack-tar 
enveloped in his hammock; and this, Mr. Editor, prompts me to speak 
of the great amusement I find here in reading the identical old manu- 
script, alluded to by Mr. Wirt in the British Spy. The same in which 
Paulding, in ‘his letters from the South,’ says, truly, there are many 
‘sly jokes against wmoan kind’—and truly it is an exceedingly curious and 
entertaining production—written more than an hundred years since, by 
Colonel Bird, father of the later Colonel Bird, and g. g. father of the 
present proprietor, G. E. Harrison, Esq. entitled ‘the History of the 
Dividing line between Virginia and North Carolina.’ On the running 
of this line, the writer appears to have been one of the most talented 
and efficient commissioners employed by the British Government. The 
manuscript evinces a fine vein of humour and a great range of classical 
reading, and contains many items of natural history; some of which I 
may give you, in addition to the few that are now sent. 

At the time of this survey, in 1729, a great part of which ran through 
the Dismal Swamp, the route was infested with wild cats and pole cats, 
and bears; and abounded in deer and even buffalo. But let us ‘try 
back,’ as the huntsman says, when he over runs upon a road, or at a 
short double. 

From this very interesting manuscript, not knowing that I should 
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ever again see it, or that it might ever see the light, I made some extracts 
which it was supposed might amuse you, and even gain admittance in the 
Sporting Magazine. Should the following fish story appear a little ex- 
traordinary, you must allow that fish have been the subject of the most 
marvellous stories to be found in the most orthodox of all histories. 


INDIAN MopE oF TAKING STURGEON. 


‘19th Nov. 1729. In the distance of five miles we forded Meherrin 
creek ; about eight miles further, we came to Sturgeon creek, so called 
from the dexterity an Occa-wee-chy Indian shewed there in catching one 
of those royal fish, which was performed after the following manner: 

In the summer time, tis no unusual thing for sturgeons to sleep on the 
surface of the water, and one of them having wandered up into this 
creek in the Spring, was floating in that drowsy condition. 

The Indian above mentioned ran up to the neck into the creek, a little 
below where he discovered the fish, expecting the stream would soon 
bring his game down to him. He judged the matter right, and as soon 
as the fish came close to him we whipt a running noose over his jowl. 
This waked the sturgeon, which being strong in its own element, darted 
immediately under water and dragged the Indian after him. The man 
made it a point of honour to keep his hold; which he did to the apparent 
danger of being drowned. Sometimes both the Indian and the fish dis- 
appeared for a quarter of a minute, and then rose at some distance from 
where they dived. At this rate, they continued floundering about, some 
times above and some times under water, for a considerable time, till 
at last the hero suffocated his adversary and hauled his body ashore in 
triumph.’ 

But to carry you through a day at Brandon. After breakfast you are 
given to understand, once for all, and not to be importuned with endless 
proffers of civility; that you may lounge in the capacious hall, or amuse 
yourself in the Library, with pen or book. You may ramble in the 
garden and gather bouquets for the ladies; or if in a sombre mood, you 
may take your solitary walk upon the beach at the foot of it; to watch 
the successive billows as they rise and break upon the shore * * * * * 
Or, if more accordant with your inclination, there are the guns in the 
corner and rice birds in the fields;—again you have only to say the 
word and the horses are brought to the door—even Madame’s ambling 
pad poney if you prefer it—and are deemed worthy of the honor. On 
these you may escort th eladies on their daily airing in the coach, or, 
at your option, accompany Mr. H., as you are sure to be invited to do, 
on his tour of inspection, from field to field, inhaling the fragrant odor 
of the clover blossom, and passing in review extensive fields of wheat and 
corn, where many thousand bushels are ripening for the granary or 
the crib. 
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Returning from your morning excursion, of whatever nature it may 
have been, to ride, to walk, to fish or to shoot, refreshments were ten- 
dered, and you are left at your ease, until, having made your toilet, the 
whole party meets again in the parlor, as the point of reunion until two 
o'clock. Then the servant soon passes with large clear bottles of ex- 
quisitely nice cold toddy—with which no regent’s punch, with all its 
various components, can be compared. Dinner being over the old vault 
_ sends up its choice treasures, and a few glasses of the generous grape, 
old and cool, soon ‘raze out the written troubles of the brain,’ nullify 
every bad passion, melt the heart with kindness to all the world, and 
incline it to union with all that is noble in man and beautiful in woman! 
If, after this, you incline to play the Don and take your siesté, you 
know the way to your couch; but if you have an ear to hear and a 
heart to feel—if you be not ‘fit for treasons, stratogems and spoil’— 
in short if you have a soul for music, be sure to be in the way in the 
evening to enjoy its enchanting influence. 

Here, Mr. Editor, you have but an imperfect sketch of a Spring day 
at one of the old establishments of the Old Dominion. But what most 
strongly attracts the regard and admiration of a benevolent observer, 
are the systematic arrangements for the issue of clothing and food, and 
the ample provision for the comfort of the slaves. I cannot suppress 
the wish that certain canting philanthropists, who disclaim against the 
Southern slave holder, with indiscriminate and mischievous vehemence, 
proportioned to their ignorance of facts and the true state of the case, 
could see here, as I do, a display of personal care and genuine humanity, 
which characterizes almost every proprietor of the South. 


[Here are some remarks on slavery in general which do not refer 
to Brandon, and are omitted.] 

For the slaves that fall sick at Brandon, a well appointed infirmary, 
with experienced nurses, and all necessary appliances and medicines, 
is established and kept always in order for promptly giving all prac- 
ticable relief. Their houses form a little village, and numbers and 
various families give scope to society and intermarriage among them- 
selves. If petty thefts are committed, which rarely occur, and for which 
there is no excuse, the commander orders the rations of the whole crew 
to be lessened, until the master is indemnified or the culprit exposed. 
It is said, however, to the credit of the race that they manifest an 
honourable repugnance to the base office of informer.” 


(To be continued) 


THE WORMELEY FAMILY. 
To be continued in July. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Famiry Cuart. By W. B. McGroarty, Falls Church, Va., 
I 


Probably the genealogy of no family in Virginia is more full of in- 
tracies and difficulties than that of the Taliaferros. Frequent duplication 
of names among contemporaries and the destruction of many records have 
caused the writers on this family to make frequent errors. Only a very 
comprehensive knowledge of public and private rceords, and the ability 
to weigh evidence would enable any one to perform the difficult task of 
making a correct genealogy. 

Mr. McGroarty (whose mother was a Taliaferro) has, through a num- 
ber of years, given much time to research and to the study of the sub- 
ee He is, certainly, the highest authority on the history of this 

amily. 

In the chart he has not attempted the impossible and tried to give all 
of the Taliaferros down to the present time, but he has given the earlier 
generations so fully that any descendant can attach his own line to the 
main stem. In a number of instances he has brought lines down to a 
much later date. 

The host of people of Taliaferro descent will find this chart of great 
interest and value. 


Tue SypNey-SmitH AND GENEALOGY, with the Lewis, 
Montgomery, Harrison, Hawley, Morehead, Rixey, Doniphan, Waugh, 
Anderson, Randolph, Mott, Drake, Butcher, Triplett, Humphrey, Ball, 
Porter, Brown, Dorsey, Cooper, Stuart, Strother families with whom 
they intermarried, and some of their Descendants. By Lucy Mont- 
gomery Smith Price, member of Colonial Dames of America, Daughters 
of the American Revolution, United Daughters of the Confederacy. 
Printed by Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Va., 1927, pp. 
324 with index and 41 illustrations. 


The large pages contain much more printed matter than the number 
would indicate. 

There has rarely or never been published a work on Virginia 
genealogy showing more comprehensive or industrious research. There 
are not only detailed accounts of the chief families included, but in- 
numerable copies or extracts from wills, deeds and other public records. 

The first chapters are devoted to accounts of the family of Smith, 
Lords Strangford, and the Sydneys of Penshurst. Ideas of what con- 
stitutes proof of English descent vary so greatly that this writer has 
determined, except in cases where correction seems absolutely necessary, 
not to discuss these matters. Those especially interested will examine 
the proofs for themselves. It is only worth suggesting that a “Sir 
Walter Anderson” would be very unlikely to sign his name “Walter 
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Anderson, planter”, and that the well known Jonathan Boucher was cer- 
tainly born in Cumberland, England, and not in the county of that name 
in Virginia. 

Mrs. Price very frankly, but with unusual open-mindedness, states in 
the preface that in any case where she is proved to be mistaken, she 
will gladly make correction. 

We, here in Virginia, are not greatly interested in details of English 
descent but in Virginians and their descendants in other states. Here 
Mrs. Price can be given very high praise. In addition to very many 
names, of whom shorter notices are given, she treats at length and with 
great detail and accuracy, the families of Smith (to which Governor 
William Smith belonged), Waugh, Butcher, Drake, Montgomery, Lewis 
(of Fairfax and Loudoun counties), Morehead, Rixey, Price, Clagett, 
Brown (from Dr. Gustavus) and Fowke. 

Mrs. Price has done a vast amount of most careful investigation and 
thoughtful consideration of her materials and has made an important 
contribution to Virginia genealogy. 
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